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CA aiting 
Standing beside the portals of the skies 
Expecting soon to enter in, 
I long to view the scene with undimmed eyes 
My soul redeemed from mortal sin. 


Baptized in my dear Redeemer’s name 
And nourished by His endless life, 

I would be warmed by the undying flame 
Of love, which purges from all strife. 


O, may I follow Jesus, that dear Friend, 
Who loved us e’en unto death, 

And may I cling to Him unto the end, 
And praise Him with my dying breath! 


And when I lay my body down to sleep, 
In my last earthly resting-place, 
I’ll trust in Him my raptured soul to keep— 
A miracle of sovereign grace. 
—Samuel Z. Beam, D. D. 


Group of Hungarian Ministers at the dedication of the new Hungarian Reformed Church 
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Peace, © Nations! 


Peace, O nations! Cease your striving, 
Sheathe your selfishness and spite; 
Let creation’s soul, reviving, 
Fill the land with joyous light. 


Banish all your rude contentions, 
And the right no more resist; 

Rise, and let your crude pretentions 
Vanish, like the morning mist. 


Break the bands that still are binding 
Every hope of future good; 

Loose the hands that should be finding 
Blessedness in brotherhood. 


Peace, O nations! Cease your warring, 
Meet like men, like men agree; 
Love’s oblations ever pouring 
Like the fulness of the sea. 


Bala-Cynwyd, Pa. 


in Detroit, Mich. 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 8, 1928 


—Henry A. Bomberger. 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


IN THE PROCESSION 
James Riley Bergey 


Have we kept pace with the claims 
which in ieality must be those of an edu- 
cational Chureh? Have we as many 
trained educational leaders as Churches? 


And if we had as many trained leaders 
with the technique of today would our 
Churches accept them? Where do the 


majority of our people stand in reference 
to the urge of Christian education today? 

In our city of Baltimore, alertness along 
educational lines has been easily captured 
by the Methodist Episcopal denomination. 
For years, now, their Churches have sent 
their young people into the classes of in- 
terdenominational schools held under the 
auspices of the Y. M: C. A., the Y. W. C. 
A., and the School of ‘Religious Instrue- 
tion—this latter school is operated now by 
Baltimore Couneil of Christian Education. 
This last year (1927), the graduates from 
this school were of the Methodist Churches. 
And in these latter days, ‘these’ young peo- 


ple have come to the heaft of things that 


we regaided-our own exclusive heritage as 
a denomination. ‘That:is, these evangelistic 
Churehes have swung into the domain of 
the educational Churches and now bid. fair 
to excel us in our own great heritage and 
claim. I look around me and find that 
where the Reformed Churches have. their 
dozens in these schools, the Methodist 
Churches have their hundreds. Therefore, 
I wonder how much a-e we in the proces- 
sion of the Fathers today? How much are 
we abreast with the status of Christian 
Education in the Chureh life of today? 

Our concern is not alone for educational 
religion. We also haye become evangelis- 
tic. But we are still struggling with a 
traditional educational system, namely, 
education in childhood, youth, and adult 
life, which does not provide for any indi- 
vidual follower of Jesus who drops out 
the ianks. A sad state of affairs 
which we all realize. Nevertheless, we still 
believe that adult conversion is unnecessary 
because persons who joined Christ in child- 
hood, when properly nurtured, will remain 
loyal to Him. It is this hope which is now 
our immediate urge to train for and help 
carry away the ha-vest of the educational 
method. 

Therefore, 
gram so that we may 
with our whole educational problem. Let 
there be no auxiliary society in our 
Churches which does not contribute vitally 
and encouragingly to our educational prob- 
lem, avoiding duplication and waste of 
energy. Make both the organization and 
curriculum of the Church School witness 
to purposeful and _ efficient leadership. 
Above all make the ‘pastor’ s eatechetical 
classes prove how earnestly we have 
grasped the ideals of a teaching Church. 
And most of all, proof should come back 
from the Chureh itself, from our parents 
and children, that the Church rejoices in 
the educational ideal our Church life offers 
and with which our leaders tempt our 
membership forward. Proof that our peo- 
ple are led in the Jesus way. not taught 
about God, but given a real experience of 
God. 

Now I have no doubt that the majority 
of our pastors must be their own religious 
directors. I doubt if many of our Churches 
have the financial means to call to the as- 
sistance of their own pastor an associate 
known as the Director of Religious Eduea- 
tion, But who of us pastors is sufficient 
here? In what consists our technique, me- 
thod and skill? How far have we arrived 
at being real religious directors? Is it 
not true that to teach or supervise is often 
regarded by us as so much routine? 


let us plan our Church pro- 
be at close grips 


THE LARGER STEWARDSHIP 


One of the most frequently discussed 
topics, and one of the most unpopular, is 
that of Stewardship. The announcement 
of a Stewardship Conference on the floor 
of Synod, serves as a reminder to about 


fifty per cent of the delegates that they 
have important business elsewhere. Per- 
haps one reason of the unpopularity of the 
subject lies in the fact that, try as we 
will to keep the discussion along general 
lines, it invariably comes back to that 
running sore in our denominational life, 
the unpaid apportionment and the conse- 
quent deficits of our Boards. We have as- 
sociated Stewardship with the giving of 
tithes, the paying of apportionments and 
the suppoiting of the Boards and institu- 
tions of the Church, until we have lost its 
larger implications. 

Let us hasten to say that all this is in- 
volved in the word Stewardship. The Re- 
formed Chureh will make little progress 
numerically or add little power to the un- 
folding Kingdom until the rank and file 
of her members address themselves more 
seriously to the task of adequately sup- 
porting her institutions and the Kingdom 


causes which they represent. But the 
word ‘‘Stewardship’’ means a great deal 
more than this. The contribution of a 


half million dollars to a worthy cause, by 
a man whose moral character is a reproach 
to Church and to country, can, in no sense 
of the word, be construed as 
Stewardship. The law of God requires of 
us that, we love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, soul, mind and strength and 
our neighbor as ourselves. No man can 


bea steward in God’s Kingdom util he- 


is first law abiding. 

During the late war we found rich men 
aplenty who filled our war chests with 
gold, put their manufacturing plants at the 
disposal of the government and gave their 


an ‘act: of- 


ships to transport an army to the battle ~ 


front. All this was a worth while contri- 
bution. But it fades into insignificance 
when we remember those who gave the 
“last measure of devotion’’ because they 
gave themselves. 

The same principle holds in our warfare 
to overthrow the kingdom of evil and 
bring in the kingdom of righteousness, 
peace and joy. We need money; we need 
all the talents of mind; we need organiza- 
tion; but the erying need is for a ‘‘per- 
sonal consecration of each man’s soul to 
the service of the living God.’’ Let us 
have a Stewardship of reverence toward 
God and love to our fellows and all these 
other things shall be added unto us. 

—Rev. John Lentz. 

Milton, Pa. 


ANSWERING A QUESTION ABOUT 
CATAWBA’S CAMPAIGN 


From several sources there has come to 
the college the complaint from congrega- 
tions, who have done their part towards 
the original goal of $200,000, set aside by 
General Synod at Hickory, that they ought 
not now be asked to take their part again 
in the completion campaign, which is to 
take place under the action of the Execu- 
tive Committee of General Synod, April 
15-30. «, 

These brethren are entirely right. The 
completion efforts in Catawba’s campaign 
a:e expected to secure the remaining $125,- 
000 of the original goal of $200,000 set 
aside by General Synod. Many congrega- 
tions were in such position during the past 
five years that they could not take their 
part in this project. Now, of course, it is 
expected that most of the remaining part 
of the task will be carried through by 
those congregations, which have not pre- 
viously had a part in the campaign. 

All amounts paid or subseribed will ap- 
ply towards any quotas that may be 
worked out. Quite a number of congrega- 
tions have exceeded their quotas. 

Recently the president of the college 


sent a request to the pastors to supply the © 


names of members of the consistory. The 
college would like to have these names 
even in the case of congregations which 
have gone far beyond their quotas. The 
purpose is not merely that of securing con- 
tributions. If your members have done 
their part, give us their names, so that we 


Societies, 
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may send them information about the eol- 
lege. This will increase the joy and satis- 
faction they may have in what they have 
done for Catawba College. 
THE MINUTES OF ZION’S CLASSIS OF 
THE REFORMED CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES: 1820-1835 


(Translated from the German, by the Rev. 
J. H. Hartman, July, 1927) 


Translator’s Preface 

Sincerely appreciating the confidence 
placed in me by Zion’s Classis, by entrust- 
ing to me the important and interesting 
task of translating into English the origi- 
nal German minutes of said Classis, dat- 
ing from 1820 to 1835, I am pleased to sub- 
mit herewith the finished product of my 
labor. The work presented no special diffi- 
culties except in the case of the minutes 
for-the years 1827 and 1833; the former 
because of the peculiar hand-writing of 
the secretary, the Rev. L. L. Hinch, and 
the latter because the ink had faded until 
it was all but illegible. 

In view of the historic facts, in them- - 
selves of rare value, which for more than 
a century laid buried in the now unfamiliar 
German language, it was a commendable 
thought to recommend and-urge an early 
translation of that invaluable record. It 
might be -difficult to conceive of a more. 
effective method whereby the younger gen- 
eration of ministers of our beloved Re- . 
formed Church could crown the heads of 
the 1evered heroes of the faith, than by - 
making it’ easily possible to review the 
serious ‘problems the fathers sought to 


. Solve, the painful sacrifices they endured 
on behalf of the Kingdom of their Lord, 


and.for the praise of the God whom they 
loved and whose living Word they revered. ~ 

The close attention required to effect 
the translation has led to a very high es-~ 
teem of the records; and we venture to 
suggest the wisdom of having them pub- 
lished in order that they may thus be made 
permanently available, by depositing 
copies with the various State Historical 
in our seminary libraries and~ 
with the Presbyterian and Reformed His- 
torical Society of Philadelphia. 

The reader will observe certain peecu- 
liarities in the translation, which may re- 
quire explanation. For instance, the word, 

“‘prediger,’’ literally meaning ‘‘preach- 
er,’’? I translate, with few exceptions, by 
our more commonly used word, ‘‘minis- 
ter.’? The word ‘‘pastor’’? occurs but 
once in the original minutes, and then in — 
the plural. But occasionally in order to 
avoid abruptness and for the sake of 
euphony I employ the word, ‘‘pastor’’ or 

*<pastors.’’ In the matter of the names — 


of ministers, I have confined myself to the 
‘original forms, as recorded: by the various 


secretaries of Classis; e. g:, in one minute 
the, name “ Jacobus’? oceurs; in another — 
the ‘same man-is’ teferred to as ‘‘Jacob’? 
or ‘‘J.2? The same is true of ‘‘Johannes,??— 
which in other instances appears as 
‘*Jno,7?~ ““John,’’ of; simply e60J07? aes 
most instances, however, only abbrevia- 
tions of given names are used. It fre- ' 
quently occurs that ‘‘Herr’’ (English — 
‘‘Mr.’’) is applied to ministers. Through-— 
out, similar peculiarities are apparent. Tn 
working true to these forms. “my object 
was simply to preserve, as much as pos-— 
sible, the flavor of the original minutes, 
without making understanding difficult or } 
uncertain, a 
May I draw attention to the outstan is 
religious spirit and other admirable q 
ties that characterized most of the god ly 
men who constituted the early personn 
of Zion Classis. Their earnest idev ona 


i 


the Lord’s Supper, preceding regular m 
ings of Classis, were regarded an 
pensable preparation for the Lord’s | 
ness about to be transacted. One 
abled also to enjoy the very interestir 
perience of looking in upon the 
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EDITORIAL 


THE MASTER MOTIF OF LENT 


Every great musical masterpiece has a motif or theme. 
Around this theme the whole work is composed. The 
skill with which the composer uses his theme determines 
the value of his work. The theme may be strong and 
resonant at one time, soft and elusive at another, and then 
again it may float upon the air as a distant echo rolling 
over crag and moor. It may be lost for a time, but at 
the right moment it appears again, and thus, coming, go- 
ing, disappearing, often changing in tone color, it binds 
the composition into a complete and harmonious whole. 
There can be no good music without a theme. Some 
themes are of priceless value to the composer, and are 
carefully protected by copyrights. 

In this great season of Lent, there is a profound, yea a 
sublime. spiritual motif running through the entire period. 
As at one time, we are told, a great composer listened to 
the hum of a bee to receive a motif for one of his master- 
pieces, so in the far distant centuries, a restless soul, seek- 
ing a motive for peace of mind and joy of heart, walked 
in the Garden of God’s thoughts and then heard a re- 
frain, as from the celestial choir of the ages, 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me.” 


This is the motif of Lent. It is of priceless value to any- 
one who is seeking peace for the heart and joy for the 
spirit. 

With the opening of Lent it is as with the sound of a 
mighty diapason, calling men and women to penitence and 
repentence, summoning each and all to seek those simple 
but sublime virtues which enable them to walk with God 
and endear them to mankind—a clean heart and a right 
spirit. 

To the impure and unrighteous the clarion call of this 
motif may cause the heart to tremble and to fear, as it 
should. But if the fear-stricken heart continues to listen, 
it will hear the motif changed from accusation to exalta- 
tion. The thunder of the diapason will roll away and 
the soft and dulcet notes of flute and harp and viola will 
sing of the hope and joy in store for those who “cleanse 
the heart” and “create a right spirit” within them. To 
those who have been companions of God the motif will 
be one of continuous assurance and solemn joy; a prayer 
of need and a grace of aspiration. 

This Lenten motif is ever present. In the hour of 
penitence it is the all-sufficient plea; in the hour of peace 


it is the soft, sweet song of an ever-advancing Christ- 
like life. 

It is heard within the heart when the “star is dimmed 
on Olive’s brow, and in the garden the suffering Saviour 
prays alone.” It is heard amidst the hoarse cries, ““Cru- 
cify, Crucify.” It is heard amidst the sound of. the 
rushing of many feet toward Calvary. It is heard, as a 
whispering echo, in the words, “It is finished.” It is 
heard at the midnight hour as wondering guards at the 
foot of the Cross softly say, “What manner of man is 
this!” It is heard on the resurrection morn as a triumph- 
ant call to all men—a call to all to pray that one simple, 
profound prayer that will enable them to live with Him, 
the spotless Lamb of God: 


“Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me.” 


—Now and Then. 


* * * 


WHAT SHOULD THE PREACHER PREACH? 


Ministerial readers in particular will be interested in 
some answers recently given in England to the important 
question, What should the preacher preach? The Dean 
of St. Paul’s, who, whatever else he may or may not be, 
is a model preacher, avoiding controversy in the pulpit 
and providing spiritual food for all types of hearers, re- 
marks that the sermon is a kind of speech, not a kind of 
essay; but, he adds, whatever we may think of Apostolical 
succession, the promise, “It shall be given you in that 
hour what ye shall speak,” does not extend to pulpit 
oratory: even St. Paul sent Eutychus to sleep with a long 
sermon. “It is easy to find fault; but preaching is very 
difficult work. If we had to fill a large number of narrow- 
necked vessels with water (and most Church-goers are 
very narrow-necked vessels), should we set them up in 
rows and then empty a bucket over them? If a drop here 
and there found its way in, it would be all that we could 
expect. Besides this, how can the preacher adapt himself 
to all his hearers? When I had a West End parish I had 
sitting under me three of His Majesty’s judges, a few 
intelligent members of the two Houses of Parliament, 
some successful business men, and a number of dear old 
ladies in black bonnets. How was I to ‘preach to the con- 
dition’ of these last without driving away my three judges?” 

A habitual sermon-taster, “Martin Pew,” the brilliant 
son of Mr. H. E. Jeffs, long associated with the London 
Christian World, is convinced that no subtlety of apolo- 
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getic, however lofty or profound, will break through the 
doubt of the modern man. “His doubts are ultimate 
doubts, and the appeal that will win him must be the ul- 
timate appeal... . The voice that must be heard at last 
is not the preacher preaching of Christ, but Christ speak- 
ing through the preacher. And Christ did not (may we 
say ‘does not’?) speak of His life, His death, His unique- 
ness. He speaks of goodness, and of the kingdom which 
goodness builds in a man’s heart. But He so speaks of it 
that, as we listen, we know that goodness is the one thing 
worth having for its own sake.” Mr. Jeff’s point is that 
the only “overwhelming” preaching is. that which rises 
above all utilitarian and apologetic argument. 


Writing on the same theme, Dr. R. J. Campbell says 
the preacher is a commentator on and interpreter of life 
in its higher aspects, and, while human nature remains 
what it is, there will always be a place for him. A weak 
point, he suspects, in the modern ministry is that the clergy 
do not give themselves time for the work of self-forma- 
tion, and their self-impoverishment is only too evident 
to their people. “They are active enough; they rush about 
all the week from one petty function to another, but they 
do not read the best books, and they gradually lose the 
taste for doing so and for sustained and serious thought 
on the most vital questions that can occupy the human 
mind.” Dr. Campbell holds that any man who loves his 
brother man and believes in his worth to God can be a 
preacher, and he insists that wherever there is a true 
preacher there is always a hearing for him. 


—ALBERT DAWSON. 
* * * 


A MEDITATION 


What can be more fitting than the dedication of the 
way, from Christmas to the celebration of our Lord’s vic- 
tory over death, to reverent thoughts and devotion? The 
penitent mood, if sincere, must give to Calvary and the 
sepulcher a meaning and clear message which they are 
not likely to have if we move in our usual ways—held 
captive by the commonplace until some morning the shadow 
of the cross falls on our pathway. 

It is possible to pervert our religion by a superficial 
interpretation of the sacraments, by viewing the sanctity 
of place and time in a way which seldom lifts the lower 
to the higher but often brings the higher, the sacred, to 
a lower place. 

It is vain for us to think of crowding into forty short 
days our spiritual exercises of the whole year. As we 
have seen certain groups of people on the way, from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter, we may have thought that after 
all the Lenten season is an attempt to buy the privilege of 
an easy-going morality for the other days and nights of 
the year. But let us rather be wise and ask ourselves, 
“Gf others observe these days, why should not we?” 

Why not resolve upon a more frequent attendance, with 
our loved ones, upon the House of God? Why not take 
a little time from the round of business or social life and 
heed the call to meditation and humble prayer? By the 
Master’s help we would get a better hold on self and a 
firmer grip on God. What would it mean to gain a 
clearer vision of what life really means, and a sense of 
obligation to this old world in its groping need. Oh! 
that we might find ourselves! 

Let us test the value of Lent, not by vainglory, but with 
a definite purpose of contrite soul. Others are climbing ; 
let us climb too. Have we some grace undeveloped 
through the years? Have we refused what the Master 
stands ready and willing to give? Then why not today? 
If so, this sacred Lenten season will mean to us a fuller, 
finer, broader and deeper life with the Master. 

—H. W. WISsSLER. 


* * * 


THE CHURCH AND THE INDIVIDUAL 


Through the constant working of the Church in the in- 
dividual and of the individual in the Church, the life of 
both flows forward and reaches their final goal. The more 


forceful, the more manifold and the more original the un- 
folding and maturing of the life of the individual the more 
shall it become possible for the same to labor for the better- 
ment of the whole Christian community. And the more 
spiritual the influences which the Church supplies and 
wields, the greater the incentive shall be for the free and 
higher culture of the individual Christian. The ongoing 
and development of neither can be successfully prosecuted 
and entirely consummated without the aid of the other. 


There is an abounding life and strength in working unitedly. - 


After a constant working that is prolonged and strenuous, 
there will be a coming to view of the hidden spiritual 
powers of the Christian. The spiritual culture of heart 
and mind, both of the Christian and of the organization of 
which he is a part, must be directed and moulded by the 
life of the Church. Consequently, the life which the in- 
dividual shares and enjoys with that of the Church shall 
endow and enrich him with a Christian character, and be- 
come a flowing fountain of the greatest happiness, and of 
that heavenly peace which is abiding and comforting, which 
passes all understanding and which shall keep the heart and 
mind through Christ Jesus. 

This concise statement shows that it is of the highest 
importance that the Church and all individual believers 
should most earnestly strive to be laboring together and 
unitedly, and to do so for the same heavenly and holy aims 
and ends. The doing of this shall invest and endow them 
with a definite, enriching spiritual strength and dignity 
without which this life, and all that it implies, must prove 
to be a failure. But the nature and purposes of our life are 
such that it is really and supremely worth living. 

There are, consequently, no effarts which can be too 
great and costly, and there are no sacrifices and sufferings 
which can be too intensive in order that there finally may 
be a gaining and an enjoying of the glorious victory and 
crown which are reserved for the Church and the Chris- 
tian. The working together of all is truly worth while in 
order to the greater glory of the present and of the future. 
If there were a really earnest and ceaseless working to- 
gether of the Church and of all her members, the outcome 
would be more astounding and more glorious than the 
tongue and pen of man can describe. 

—U. H. H. 


Lebanon, Penna. 
* Ok Ok 


THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


Watchman, what of the night? What are the signs of 
promise? Occasionally we meet prophets of doom, who 
see, or profess to see, not a single ray of hope in the 
outlook, either for the Church or the nation. Our com- 
fort is that every generation has had its quota of these 
sons and daughters of gloom, and always their doleful 
forebodings have proved to be wrong. At any rate, their 
worst fears proved unfounded, and in spite of every evil 
thing and its calamitous consequences, humanity has moved 
on into a brighter day. Occasionally, too, we come across 
an incorrigible optimist, whose roseate view convinces him 
that “all’s right with the world.” 
see the obvious weaknesses and dangerous tendencies of 
the age; or if he sees, he makes light of them and is 
sure that somehow good will come out of “seeming ill.” 
Both of these tempers are unfortunate, and a sane, well- 
balanced nature, able to see things steadily and see them 
whole, is never more urgently needed than in a time of 
confusion, change and complexity like that through which 
we are passing. 

Perhaps it would be exceptionally helpful to set a 
commission of experts to work to prepare a really frank 
and heartsearching deliverance on the present “state of 
the Church.’ This commission might properly include 
some of those who are readiest to sound the praises of the 
present status of the Reformed Church in the U. S., and 
who are naturally most optimistic about the future. It 
should also have in its personnel some of those most pro- 
foundly solicitous about the contemporary situation, whose 


prophetic earnestness would arouse their colleagues to a 


“divine dissatisfaction.” 


He simply refuses to. 


If wisely constituted, a commis- — 


—_ 
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sion thus earnestly devoted to an examination of our 
spiritual condition might prove to be of incalculable value. 
Every well-conducted enterprise has its periods of stock- 
taking, and in no undertaking is it more important than 
in the task of “building a soul.” Why is it that so many 
congregations report few, if any, accessions to their mem- 
bership? Why is there so little personal work to reach 
others for Christ and His Church? Why do we receive 
less on profession of faith, in proportion to our member- 
ship, than we received 40 or 50 years ago? Why are we 
listed so low in gifts for benevolence? Why is Church 
attendance so unsatisfactory? Why do few really ap- 
preciate our denominational publications? Why do we 
not make more adequate provision for our aged ministers ? 
Are we tackling the great task of religious education with 
commendable zeal and statesmanlike plans, or are we only 
playing with this fundamental duty? These are a few of 
the queries constantly raised which demand well-studied 
answers. 

Meanwhile, it is the part of wisdom to stress every evi- 
dence of interest and progress. It is helpful to fix our 
eyes upon achievements that will inspire us. Every week 
in the news columns of the MESSENGER you can read the 
record of some noble and beautiful and sacrificial deeds 
done by congregations and by individuals. Some of our 
Churches are not satisfied merely to pay their apportion- 
ments; they rise high above the minimum expected of 
them, and support missionaries or good causes at home 
and abroad. Secretary Rupp reports, for example, that 
in the year ending Feb. 15, the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions has received no less than 31 gifts from individuals, 
ranging from $1,000 to $5,000, either given in cash or 
guaranteed by personal notes. This is a gratifying in- 
crease, and bespeaks a growing interest and devotion to 
a great cause. A number are undertaking to support 
mission stations. Other congregations report well-planned 
spiritual campaigns in this Lenten season, with unusual 
readiness on the part of men and women to participate 
in the glorious work of soul-winning. The hearts of 
some pastors are glad by reason of this evangelistic zeal. 
There are prayer groups carrying on; and some are not 
using prayer as a substitute for service, but as a prepara- 
tion and inspiration for it. For all such evidences, let 
us thank God and take courage. Every member who is 
growing in grace is helping to improve the state of the 


Church. 


* * * 


EVENTUALLY; WHY NOT NOW? 


The Theological Seminary at Lancaster has had the 
privilege of acting as host to the Executive Commission of 
the Western Section of the Alliance of Reformed Churches 
Throughout the World Holding the Presbyterian Sys- 
tem, which met Feb. 28-29. Needless to say, the hospitality 
was gracious, and we cannot doubt that the representatives 
of the nine communions from the United States and Can- 
ada carry away pleasant and inspiring memories of Lan- 
caster, of the Seminary, of its students and faculty, and of 
its distinguished President. The weather was beautiful. The 
program, too, was of a high order, pronounced one of the 
best this organization with its ponderous name has ever had. 
Many admirable things were said, many noble ideals ex- 
pressed, many pious hopes found eloquent utterance, many 
of the chief obstacles to the larger union of the Churches 
(even of those in our Reformed family) were pointed out 
with particularity and on occasion with vehemence—but in 
the end little or nothing was done. One cannot be quite 
honest and deny that it is difficult to come away from a 
gathering of such delightful, brotherly and earnest men, 
representative of so much that is best on this continent, 
and not repeat (at least under one’s breath) the old story 
that “the mountain labored, and brought forth a mouse.” 
Of course the fellowship of such a meeting is decidedly 
rewarding to those who are privileged to be present, and 
we must have faith to believe that the growing understand- 
ing of one another’s point of view will, in the course of 
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the ages, produce some tangible results for the benefit 
of our posterity, 

Perhaps it is Sheppard’s challenging book, The Im- 
patience of a Parson, which makes us unduly bold and 
causes us to strain at the bit; but we confess we are just 
a little weary of being told over and over again about 
things that ought to be done—and then solemnly warned 
that “the time is not yet ripe,’ we “must wait for the 
fulness of time,” it is fatal to “hurry or attempt to force 
the issue,” we must remember that “all this must come as 
a natural growth, and we must continue to hope and pray 
and study until in God’s good time it comes to pass.” Al- 
ways when something practical is proposed, there is some- 
body to sit on the lid and tell us to wait for a more 
convenient season. This sort of preachment «asually cools 
the enthusiasm born of high thinking, and all agree that 
discretion is the better part of valor. Some of us are 
still so young and immature, however, as to cherish the 
idea that when a thing ought to be done, the time to begin 
is now. That seems to us more likely to be “God’s good 
time” than the far distant future, so far as the duty of this 
generation is concerned. Those who counsel delay appear 
to be certain that the people of the Churches are not yet 
ready to vote for a larger co-operation or a closer union 
of the divided communions in our Reformed household 
of faith. If they had the courage to test this out, and 
the people would reject such overtures, then at least their 
own skirts would be cleared of responsibility. Besides, 
such a course would seem more like leadership than the 
alibi method of doing nothing because somebody assumes 
the prerogative of saying that “the time is not yet ripe.” 

Well, at any rate, we have been to a pleasant meeting 
and heard some fine speeches; and we shall continue to 


hope for the best. 
* * * 


WHAT MONEY CAN DO 


The sinister influence of money upon public opinion 
and political action has often been referred to, but one 
wonders if many American citizens realize just how far- 
reaching and insidious this menace is. In a thousand 
ways it is making itself felt, and decisions affecting the 
destiny of men and nations are only too often determined 
by propaganda financed by unseen and mysterious agen- 
cies. In our country the organs of public opinion are 
coming increasingly into the hands of multi-millionaires. 
The Policy of your newspaper may be guided absolutely 
by absentee owners, who are using their money to control, 
so far as they can, governmental action which they be- 
lieve to be for the best interests of their own selfish 
plans. To a far greater degree than you suppose, your 
own thinking and conduct are shaped by the opinions thus 
bought and paid for. It is a situation that should give 
us no little concern. 

The blithe Col. Geo. Harvey, sometime Ambassador at 
the Court of St. James, has just written a book on “Henry 
Clay Frick, the Man,” in which he makes the somewhat 
disconcerting revelation that two well-known Pennsylvania 
millionaires furnished most of the big war-chest of boodle 
that provided the campaign of propaganda to defeat 
President Wilson’s cherished plan to include the United 
States: in the League of Nations. Mr. Harvey tells how 
the little band of “conspirators,” as he calls them, or the 
anti-League “cabal,” met at the home of the “irreconcil- 
able” U. S. Senator Brandegee (who afterward committed 
suicide in Washington), and how Philander C. Knox, then 
Senator from Pennsylvania, volunteered to “get the 
money” from H. C. Frick and Andrew W. Mellon, now 
Secretary of the Treasury. These two “filled the reservoir 
deep and full,” we are told, presumably with money which, 
in part at least, they had made in the whiskey business. 
Amply provided with the sinews of war, the “cabal” put 
up a winning fight which has kept the richest and most 
powerful of nations out of the League, and delayed and 
complicated the entire program of world peace. 

We quote here this story of Col. Harvey merely to em- 


os 


phasize how unsuspectingly entire nations may become 
victims of propaganda, which is subsidized, whether for 
weal or woe, by the power of great wealth. It can hardly 
bring much satisfaction to those who were induced to join 
in opposition to the League of Nations and the World 
Court, to learn-thus from George Harvey how much the 
money of Mellon and Frick had to do with the hue and 
cry that was raised, when the great moral issues involved 
in our international duty and. privilege were so sadly ob- 
scured behind the dust-clouds of partisanship. And this 
is only one of many examples that could be given to show 
how frequently we are at the mercy of money, probably 
more so in this wonderful country than anywhere else, 
because of our disproportionate wealth. 


* * * 


The Parables of Safed the Sage 


A PARABLE OF THINGS WASTED 


I have a friend who is a Professor in a Colledge. And 
he teacheth Physicks. And he made him a Lodge in the 
Wilderness, and. enjoyed a Summer Home. Now there 
was a Brook that ran hard by his abode, and he thought 
it would be well to put a Waterpipe in the Kitchen and 
the Bath Room and compel the Water to walk upstairs on 
its own Legs. And he builded an Hydraulick Ram. And 
so it was that the water would run in the brook till a little 
quantity had gathered, and the Ram would Click, and the 
water would jerk itself into the Pipe and move uphill 
into the House. And the thing worked like a Charm. 
For the stream flowed all day and all night, and the click 
of that Ram was to be heard all the twenty-four hours. 
And it kept a little Reservoir filled with Water sufficient 
for the family need. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


MarcH 8, 1928. 


And after the thing had become a little common, and 
ceased to be thought Remarkable, the family grew a trifle 
Careless, and would leave a Faucet open, and then the 
water leaked away almost as fast as the Ram could lift 
it up. And my friend went around the house, turning 
off Faucets, and sputtering about the waste. 

And his wife said, Was the water wasted that was 
flowing before thou didst build the Ram? 

And he sate down and Figured. And he said, This 
stream has been here ever since the Glacial Period, which 
1 judge to have been some Two Hundred Thousand years, 
and a year or two more or less mattereth little. And all 
that time the water hath run to waste. I think I will not 
worry so much about an open Faucet now and then. 

And when he told me this, I said, If the dear Lord Jesus 
had said what Judas said, that verse would have been one 
of the most popular texts in the Bible. And in my heart 
I think many good folk act on the theory that it was in- 
deed the Lord and not the Apostolick Thief who said, 
To what purpose is this waste? 

And my friend said, This is a wastefully constructed 
Universe. Of the total energy of the Sun, less than one 
ray out of every two billion and three hundred million 
falleth upon this earth. The total energy which the Sun 
expendeth on the seven Pinheads that we call Planets is 
not a drop in the Bucket and hardly a drop in the Ocean 
to the energy that goeth to waste. And as for Man, he 
is the Most Wastefully Devised Creature that an Universe 
can tolerate. How many Millions of years did Nature 
require to store the Coal that he will waste in a Genera- 
tion? ° ; 

And I said, I know not the answer in terms of Physicks 
or Mathematicks, but I know it in Morals. Nevertheless, 
I find it in my heart to protest against Waste. 

And he said, So do I. And I blame myself for it. 
Come, let us lie down upon the Pine-needles and look up 
at the Sky, and waste a little time. 

And we did so, and the time was well spent. 


Address at the Funeral of the Rev. Ellis N. Kremer, D.D. — 


BY PRESIDENT GEORGE W. RICHARDS, D.D., ‘LL.D. 


John 10:11. The Good Shepherd layeth 
down his life for his sheep. 


It was the wish of Dr. Kremer that only 
a brief address be spoken at his funeral 
service. When he made this request, he 
was true to the spirit and purpose of his 
life—not to magnify himself, but his Lord. 
Yet we should not be satisfied nor should 
we be quite true to ourselves, to him, and 
to our God, if we did not, at this time, 
speak the thoughts and intents of our 
hearts. 

To praise him in the presence of the 
congregation which he served for forty 
years, or before the citizens of this city 
or the ministers of the Reformed Church 
and other Churches, would almost verge 
on the impertinent. It would be gilding 
refined gold, painting the lily, or tinting 
the sunset glow. His life, which was like 
an open letter known and read by all who 
knew him, is his eulogy. 

We desire, however, to show him due 
appreciation’ and high esteem; and when 
we do so, we honor not him only, but 
his Master, also, whom he loved and for 
whom he lived and labored. We feel 
deeply the sorrow at the departure of one 
in whose fellowship we found both inward 
joy and-satisfaction. His was a rich, ripe 
soul, whom to know was a rare privilege 
and whoni to lose is an almost irreparable 
loss. 

Not of our grief do we want to speak, 
but of our gratitude—gratitude for a tri- 
umphant life, triumphant in the faith that 
overcometh the world and radiant with the 
virtues that adorn a Christian man. I find 


the keynote of his life in the words of 
Jesus: ‘‘The good shepherd layeth down 
his life for his sheep.’’ 

To be a minister of Jesus Christ, a shep- 
herd of His sheep, was Dr. Kremer’s voca- 
tion and his choice, his work, his joy, his 
reward. Born in a minister’s home, nur- 
tured by Christian parents and in Chris- 
tian schools, with the native bent of his 
mind, he turned by nature as well as by 
grace to the Christian ministry. For 57 
years he was, in the words of St. Paul, ‘‘a 
good minister of Jesus Christ.’’ , 

Jesus describes two characteristics of 
the Good Shepherd, upon which I shall 
dwell briefly: 


I. He knows his own. II. His own know 
him. 

I. Dr. Kremer knew his people, not 
merely as a man knows his fellowmen in 
the social relations of life; nor as a scien- 
tist knows men and women and children. 
He knew them as a shepherd knows his 
sheep or a father knows his children. He 
knew their joys and sorrows, their strength 
and weakness, their trials and tempta- 
tions; with both mind and heart he entered 
sympathetically into their lives. On that 
aecount he could feed his flock like a shep- 
herd; he gathered the lambs in his arms; 
and gently led those that had their young. 
He had not only the love that gives; but 
the still greater love that understands and 
forgives. He would not break a bruised 
reed nor quench the smoking flax. It was 
that kind of gentleness that made him 
great. 

But he was more than a benevolent 


‘Shepherd and Overseer of souls. 


friend. Few ministers felt more deeply 
the dignity and authority of his office. He 
knew that he was the servant of the great 
His peo- 
ple were entrusted to his care by his Lord. 
He lived his life with a sense of authority 
and responsibility no less than in the spirit 
of service and compassion. His primary 
purpose was not to please men, but to serve — 
God. 

This sense of vocation and commission 
made him strong and courageous, militant 
and inflexible, if need be, even in the face 
of overwhelming odds. He was not a reed 
shaken with the wind; nor a man elothed 
in soft raiment. He was a prophet, yea, 
more than a prophet—a minister and an 
ambassador of Jesus Christ. When he felt 
that his Lord’s honor was at stake, he 
stood firm as a rock and was fearless of 
the opposition or criticism of men. With 
unflinching courage he bore witness to the 
convictions of his soul. But none was more 
ready to recognize the worth of. an oppo- 
nent; and none who knew him could be 
persuaded that he ever nursed hatred in his 
heart against a living soul. 

In this mood he did his work as a min- 
ister—always having an eye single to the 
glory of God and a heart that beat with 
love and pity for men. This was the secret 
of his power as a preacher; his message 
rang true for what he was spoke loude 
than what he said. ‘For this, too, he 
the effective pastor moving about 2 
his people and among those not his peo 
in all circumstances of life, of every 
gree and condition, dispensing help acco 
ing to men’s needs. % 
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II. The second characteristic of the good 
shepherd is that his own know him. His 
own knew Dr. Kremer as a ‘father, a pas- 
tor, a friend. His children loved him; but 
their filial love was suffused with deep 
reverence which he unconsciously inspired 
by the way he lived in his home. The 
members of his congregation knew him 
and trusted him, came to him in time of 
need, confided in him, followed him, work- 
ed with him, revered and loved him. They 
knew him as the good shepherd who led 
them to the living water of God’s word, 
who shielded them against the enemy, who 
inspired them to noble endeavor in an 
ignoble world. 

His fellow ministers knew him. They 
admired his scholarly attainments. He 
could read his Bible in Hebrew and in 
Greek. They felt the persuasive power of 
his sermons. They always found him loyal 
to the missionary, educational, and benevo- 
lent work of the Church. True, other min- 
isters have one or all of these qualities. 
Yet Dr. Kremer stood out among his fel- 
lows—not merely for the length of his 
years or the brightness of his mind, but 
for the majesty of the simplicity and sin- 
cerity of his character. For that, we re- 
peat the cry uttered long ago: ‘‘O that our 
latter end might be like his!’’ 

This city knew him, and esteemed him as 
one of its foremost citizens. Here he 
moved about, for 40 years, freely, friendly, 
courteous to every one; to none more so 
than to the neglected, the despised, the for- 
saken, the prodigals. He was more than an 
ordinary citizen. He was a friend of men. 
The common people loved him. Nothing 
that he could give, would he withhold from 
those who were in need. He served among 
them at noon, at night; in his strength, in 
his weakness. 

The last Sunday he was in the city, I 
called upon him in the afternoon. I asked 
him how he felt. He said: ‘‘I am a little 
tired. I made several visits this afternoon, 
before going away tomorrow.’’ In that 
Way, in season and out of season, for 57 
years he laid down his life for his sheep— 
laid it down gradually, like the candle 
burns to its socket; willingly, like the 
mother gives herself for her child; tender- 
ly, like the Shepherd cares for His sheep. 

Sophocles speaks of ‘‘seeing life stead- 
ily and seeing it whole.’’ One could not 
fail to be impressed by the catholicity of 


Most of us do. Our interest flags, our 
work becomes monotonous, and we crave 
excitement. Life tastes flat and = in- 
sipid. We are stale. 

Why do we get that way? 

Usually we try to blame the cireum- 
stances round about us. We live in a dull 
town, our work is uninspiring, our associ- 
ates are stupid. If we could have a new 
house, or a new job, or move to a new 
place, then do we imagine that our stale- 
ness would pass‘away. But we are putting 
the responsibility in the wrong place when 
we argue in this fashion. The world round 

about us is ever fresh and new. Nature 
” is never twice the same. People constantly 
change. Babies are being born and young 
people growing up all the while. The 
world itself does not get stale. This is an 
affliction which comes only to the people 
in it. : ; 

Why do we get stale? Because we have 
stopped growing. Life is a school. The 
child who fails to pass from one grade to 


another has a terribly stupid time. Going | 


over the same old lessons is a dull business. 
But when the class is making progress, 
passing rapidly from one lesson to the 
next, then is school an interesting place. 
So it is with life. If we go on quickly 


ANEMONE AND I 


O little frail anemone: 

Do you hear what I hear?— 

That I am dust, vibrant 

With purpose, perishable in time?— 

To lie down with fading flowers 

And die away as fragrance dies, 

Ignorant of the dust that gave it 
birth? 

If this were all the comfort 

In the labor of my blossoming 

Why hope for cheering days of sum- 
mer warmth, 

Or hallow harvest moons with song 
and vesper? 

If winter skies hold naught but 
night, 

Cloudless, starless, moonless night, 

Then sunrise need we not to turn 

A mocking mirror at our close of 
day. 


O little tender whisp of joy: 
Magnify yourself in men 

Until they too brave rocks and frosts 
And safely reach the light 

That draws all beauty forth. 

You lie upon my hand, my breath, 
You live in me and with me die 
Like I shall live and die, 

Within the thought and care 

Of One whose mercy I arouse 
Yet feebly learn to understand. 


Let those, who will, deny— 
Let them call us dust and waste— 
Yet share we common trust 
In life’s abundant impulses 
Of love, of pain and praise 
That more than mortify 
The vibrant cells of fading flesh; 
We pass into the joys we build 
And live beyond our crumbling clay; 
Our beauty is as strong as thought, 
Our trust as firm as hopeless doubt, 
We shall not whine, we shall not 
shout, d 
Believing in the morn, we shall go 
out— 
Anemone and I. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


Dr. Kremer’s outlook on life. The scope 
of his thinking was too wide and the reach 


Do You Get Stale? 


JOHN R. SCOTFORD 


from one lesson to the next, life is a thrill- 
ing matter. If we daudle and repeat our 
lessons, or if we cease to pass on at all, 
then does life become stale. Life was in- 
tended to be a progression in which we 
pass from one phase of experience to the 
next, These stages are well defined. Hap- 
piness is a matter of making our grades 
regularly; staleness is the failure to pass 
on. 

We start in as babies, which is right and 
proper. The small child expects to be 
cuddled and loved. That is its privilege. 
Without personal. attention and some 
handling, a baby does not thrive. Petting 
is proper for babies—but there are people 
who demand it all their lives. Some of our 
young people are simply reverting to their 
nursery tricks. 

Later the child essays to get upon its 
feet and run about. Learning to walk is 


the bravest thing we ever do, and one of * 


the great incentives to. mastering that 
difficult art is the applause of the parents 
and bystanders. The small child is the 
centre of creation in its own eyes. It asks 
the world to pay attention to its achieve- 
ments. That is entirely proper for a one 
year old; but do we not know grown people 
who play the same trick? 


of his sympathy too comprehensive, for 
him to be narrow, intolerant, sectarian, 
and exclusive. He saw clearly, in the light 
of the gospel he preached, the sa¢redness 
of the whole of life and felt deeply the 
worth of the whole of humanity. 

He was equally the man of God and the 
Shepherd of men, when he prayed or 


when he played; when he preached or 
when he was the generous host or the 
genial guest at table. He loved to play 


and he played with hand and heart. The 
boy never died in him. I shall never for- 
get, and I am sure those who heard him, 
will never forget, his farewell words to his 
congregation, Sunday before last.’ He 
spoke from his heart, as a father to ‘his 
family. He pointed them to the Bible, the 
Creed, the Church. He spoke’of faith,:and 
prayer, and loyalty. ‘Then with a twinkle 
in his eye, he added: ‘‘I-am going to take 
my golf-sticks and my fishing-rod with me. 
The Doctor told me to do so. JI hope to 
have a good time when I am gone.’? 


Yes, he has entered upon a better time, 
a higher plane of life. He’has gore’ to 
those whom he always had in loving re- 
membrance. He has gone to the land ‘to- 
ward which he was journeying with joyful 
anticipation; and all the while ‘he was‘lay- 
ing down his life for the shéep. 

Dr. Kremer still lives—he lives in the 
hearts of boys and girls whom hé taught, 
for whom he prayed, with whom he romped 
and played. He lives in the hearts of men 
and women to whom he came as ‘a com- 
forter in ‘sorrow, a bearer of strength in 
trial and temptation, ‘a messenger of hope 
in gloom and despair. He lives in the 
memory of the outeasts, the friendless, of 
those fo whom he brought cheer when 
others condemned them. He lives in his 
congregation. They will prize his minis- 
try more highly as years roll by and the 
precious memories of fellowship will re- 
vive. His people were his joy ‘and the 
crown of his reward. He lives with Him, 
Whose he was, Whom he served and to 
Whom he so often gave himself-anew when 
he sang the stanza of his favorite hymn: 


““Jesus I die to Thee, 
Whenever death shall come; 
To die in Thee is-life to me, 


In my eternal home.’’ 
Amen. 


The cuteness of the little child passes 
into the barbarianism of the small. juve- 
nile. Our children demand that they, be 
permitted to climb trees, make mud pies, 
fight, and run wild generally. To some 
mothers the mud and the torn clothes ‘are 
disconcerting, but happy is the child who 
gets such things out of its system early in 
life. It is breeding true to the tradition 
of the human stock. But there are men 
and women who never pass beyond this 
stage, who boast of their uncouthness all 
their days. 

The little savage grows up into the juve- 
nile gang. At this stage boys ‘and ‘girls 
do nothing by themselves if they can help 
it. Always they have a crowd with them. 
Thus do they learn how to live andwork 
with those of their own age. This is a 
most valuable lesson, Yet there are some 
people who never pass beyond this stage. 
They are unhappy unless some one’ is with 
them. They have no inner resoutces’of 
thought or entertainment. They are noth- 
ing but overgrown boys and girls. ; 

Then follows the dream stage.,.The out- 
ward sign is laziness; the inner ‘symptom 
a marvellous power of detachment. from 
one’s surroundings, Sitting in school. our 
young people ean forget that .a teacher 


ae 
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even exists while they follow the most 
exquisite fantasies in their own imagina- 
tions. For the moment they are sufficient 
unto themselves. This is a natural stage 
of development. We all need imagination. 
Within reasonable limits dreams are a 
blessing. But it is not well to continue 
living in a world of phantasy all one’s life. 
Yet many people try to do just that. 

Out of the dreams of adolescence 
emerges the experience of courtship and 
love. Probably it is just as well that this 
phase be violent. The girl who has never 
had but one beau and the boy who has 
eourted but one girl will probably miss 
something. When we are in love, it is well 
to be very much in love. A little parental 
opposition does no harm whatever. We 
should do a good job of courting while we 
are at it. The most violent lovers often 
make the steadiest married folks. But 
there are those who try to stay in this 
stage all their lives. They are a public 
nuisance. 

Courtship should lead to marriage, and 
marriage to work. With the man this is 
almost automatic. In order to pay his bills 
he must scratch for himself. But the girl 
also needs an occupation, and her proper 
task is raising children. She is ready, 
physically and every other way, for a big 
undertaking, and there is no greater task 
in the world than that of rearing children. 
The quicker and deeper the plunge into 
family life, the better it is for everyone. 
Then do men and women learn what work 
and responsibility really are. They dis- 
eover how much they can do. But glorious 
though this phase of life is, it should not 
last forever. The dearest privilege of 
ehildren is to grow up. Parents should 
not stand in their way. Yet we have many 
perennial parents who insist on looking 
after their offspring when they should be 
taking care of themselves. They lack the 
intelligence of the cat, who tends her kit- 
tens assiduously up to a certain stage, and 
then has a good fight with them and ad- 


mits them to equality with herself. If 
human parents had as much sense, there 
would be less woe in the world. 

After children have gotten to the point 
where they do not demand all of the 
mother’s time and attention there should 
come a period of broadening interests. The 
man also should have gotten past the point 
of most confining drudgery. In the forties 
men and women should seek new interests. 
They should serve society as well as them- 
selves. Their horizon should broaden 
through travel and reading. This should 
be the richest period in life. By this time 
we have learned much, but have the time 
and strength to learn more. 

Age should be the climax of life. Many 
people fear it and seek by artificial means 
to ward off its approach. Yet in proportion 
as they succeed do they fail. Age is in- 
evitable, but if we have acquitted our- 
selves creditably in all the preceding 
stages of life, age will be a time of happi- 
ness. It is only he who has paused some- 
where along the road who needs to dread 
being overtaken by increasing years. Well 
won age has its joys. One knows life. One 
has labored long and well. Rich are the 
treasures of memory. After the long road, 
one can pause and enjoy life’s experiences. 

Such is the course of life which nature 
has mapped out for us. If we take it all, 
every bit of it, we will find life interest- 
ing from beginning to end. Yet there are 
those who loiter by the way and bring 
themselves the curse of staleness. At times 
we all fall into this fault. Two reasons 
cause us to pause. 

Sometimes we make such a success of 
one stage that we hesitate to pass on to 
the next. The little girl who has been 
““eute’’ sometimes tries to keep on being 
cute all her life. The boy who has been 
a success as a wild animal tries to grow up 
to be a caveman. The marvelous mother 
wants to keep on mothering indefinitely. 
After a time these little tricks which we 
have learned fail to work. We imagine 


Marcu 8, 1928. 


that the times are out of joint, and that 
we are no longer appreciated. That is a 
gentle hint for us to pass on to the next 
lesson, 


Another reason why men and women 
hesitate to keep on growing is fear of the 
new. Some children refuse to be weaned 
from their parents because they fear the 
responsibilities which attend independence 
from parental control. Some men and 
women linger in the stage of courtship be- 
cause they fear the perils of marriage. Not 
a few married people hesitate to shoulder 
the burden of children—and he who hesi- 
tates in this matter is commonly lost. The 
time to have children is right after we are 
married. Women keep on mothering some- 
body because they lack the courage to 
learn new lessons. Fear keeps many of us 
from rounding out our destiny. Some of 
us even tremble before old age—and fever- 
ishly strive to keep young. 


Growth is the law of life. Each year is 
intended to be different from the one 
which preceded it. Our business in this 
world is to grow and learn, learn and grow. 
Progress means happiness. Failure to 
change means unhappiness. To keep from 
getting stale we must keep moving. 


This law of life applies to religion. Our 
faith should grow and change as life ad- 
vances. It begins as simple trust in the 
goodness of those about us, develops by 
way of hero worship to the rampant ideal- 
ism of adolescence, then calms down into 
the courage and confidence of the hard 
years of middle life, and finally becomes 
the serene confidence of old age. Each 
stage is essential to religious health. He 
who says that his faith is dull and lifeless 
has lost step with the law of progress, He 
is praying, ‘‘Now I lay me down to 
sleep,’’ when he should be singing, ‘‘ Fight 
the good fight with all thy might!’’ Our 


faith, like everything else in this world, 


must change with the years or else become 
a liability rather than an asset. 


Observations and Reactions of a Financial Secretary 
III, According as the Lord Has Prospered Us 


The financial secretary being human and 
maturally very well acquainted with all the 
members of the congregation, has her 
mental reactions when she opens the en- 
velopes, counts their contents and writes 
the amounts on them, for later checking. 
If you do not mind, will you please sit 
down beside me and listen to me while I 
think aloud? This will help you under- 
stand why I eall this series of articles the 
““Observations and Reactions of a Finan- 
cial Seecretary.’’? All set? Here goes. 


No. 5. .07 and .03. This member is a 
booster for Duplex. He has been using it 
for 15 years, religiously, consistently, 
regularly. .07 and .03 is what he pledged 
and gave them, and has given ever since 
and will give until, for him, moons shall 
wax and wane no more. What’s he worth? 
To his family, more dead than when alive; 
for they are all waiting for the distribu- 
tion of his estate. He is the kind that 
comforts (?) his children by telling them 
that now he can’t help them, but when he 
has gone on, they will have everything. 
To society, he is not worth much, for he 
is one of the kind that is not given to 
spending. He knows every bargain coun- 
ter in the county. To the Church, .07 and 
.03 per week; one dime—if you have not 
added it mentally. 

No. 13. .65 and .35. An average man, 
with a growing family. He used to man- 
age to slide through on the minimum and 
then an elder and a deacon had to ‘‘hold 
him up’’ ere he paid up. One day he 
snapped his jaw, pledged .65 and .35, and 
has paid that amount for several years. 


He gives $1 per Sunday, does not regret 
the amount, nor asks to be petted and 
reckoned with the good payers. Planks 
down his dollar to see the movies just as 
cheerfully. Forgets all about it until next 
Sunday. 


No. 17. 10 and .05. A factory girl. If 
the Church is mentioned at the supper 
table—the only time when the entire fam- 
ily meets as a whole—it is to hammer the 
Chureh and to knock the minister. It 
matters not to her. She keeps on paying 
15 cents per Sunday. Her fur coat and 
other rakish garments absorb most of her 
slender earnings. Then there is much 
candy and more gum, ice cream and the 
movies, but by hook or by crook, her en- 
velope turns up every Sunday. 


No. 25. .60 and .15. This comes from a 
well-to-do husband and wife. He can be 
depended upon for a liberal special con- 
tribution whenever asked for it. Never 
sidesteps a special envelope. 75 cents does 
not represent any definite realization of 
the challenge. Gives in a rather cold, 
phlegmatie way; has no joy in giving, and 
no regrets for having contributed. Pillars, 
in a small way, in our Church. 


No. 31. .25 and .25. Husband and wife. 
A ease of systematie giving. Attend every 
second Sunday, each depositing an en- 
velope in the basket. 


No. 35. .60 on the current side. Wealthy 
husband and wife He was a member of 
the consistory for many years; she is a 
great worker in the Mite Society. They 
are dead set against missions. ‘‘ Keep it at 


home,’’ is their slogan. Exactly, 60 cents 


per week. They are not alone in this atti- 
tude. 

No. 45. $1 and $1. The son of one of 
our successful men. The money is pro- 
vided by the father, but the son puts it 
into the enevelope. When he becomes the 
head of a family there will not be any 
occasion to drive hard to get an inereased 
subscription. 


No. 46. $2 and $2. Looks big and lib- 
eral; but it isn’t, once you know the facts 
in the case; and you will simply have to 
take my say-so. 

No. 64. Stuffed full of bills of all de- 
nominations, about $35 all told. Pays by 
the quarter and pins the envelope together 
so it won’t burst and spill the contents on 
the plate. Neither does he forget the 
benevolent side. This good soul gets joy 
from giving, and his name is written in 
the book of life. 


No, 73. .03 and .02. A boy with an im- 
pediment in his speech; a day laborer. 
Asks for his packet weeks before the end 
of the fiscal year. Do s not seem to under- 
stand Church finances. What can be done 
for one whose ‘‘folks’’ continually warn 
him against giving too liberally? Stunted 
mental and spiritual growth. 


Here comes a large white envelope. Con- 


~ tains $5. This gentleman does not believe 


in the weekly system, to quote his words. 
He pays when it suits him; usually from 
two to three weeks after the closing of the 
books. He is wealthy, but nourishes a con- 
tinual grouch at modern ways in the 
Church, Five dollars is enough for preach- 
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ing the Gospel at home (he never hears it), 
and abroad, of which he knows even less. 
Does not read a Church paper and never 
buys a Reformed Church Almanac. Be- 
longs to the type that will have ‘‘two 
cars full of flowers’’ at his funeral. 

Here, too, is a check for $35 sent to the 
pastor and by him turned over to the finan- 
cial secretary. Contributed by an absen- 
tee, who lives and works in a large city, 
but likes his pastor and his mother’s 
Church. Methodical; an expert accountant. 
What would such a person do if he lived 
in our midst and were elected to the con- 
sistory. How many of these positive and 
useful men have I seen move to the city, 
to be lost to us except as contributors, and 
especially to the pastor who trained them 
and somehow has to get along without 
them. 

Here is another check for $30, from the 
congregation’s richest member. For the 
quarter? Dear no; for the year. Never 
comes to Church, has no use for that in- 
stitution. However, insists upon using the 
preacher when needed. On such occasions 
the perquisite handed him in crisp new 
notes is always adequate. Responds to all 
special calls with the same kind of bills. 
When the religious Archimedes succeeds 
in lifting the world up to God with a 


toothpick lever and the fulcrum of a bag- 
ful of five score Duplex envelopes, such 
saints will sit in the grandstand and take 
the credit for having supplied the lifting 
power. Won’t even avail themselves of 
the Government’s 15% allowance for bene- 
volence on the annual income tax. 

No. 101. .05 and .05. A Catholie who unit- 
ed with our Church because the priest hit 
him too hard for a graded parish support. 
Does not understand Protestant finances, 
except that they are free will offerings! 
In the old country his Church dues were 
paid from his taxes. Can be taught, as 
others like him were led to give more ade- 
quately to Church support. 

No. 117. .40 and .10. An expert wage 
earner with a steady job and a big family. 
Drives a closed car, which is never at rest, 
weekdays or Sundays. But pays rent. 
Clean liver. Pays his debts, but has never 
yielded to the real call of the Church and 
her budget. 


No. 119. $10 on the current side. This 
comes from a tither, who was awakened 
when a college student by the Forward 
Movement and who started to tithe when 
he had nothing. ‘‘Nothing on the benevo- 
lent side?’’ No; but a missionary doctor 
in India receives a big supply of high- 


priced medicines for use in the treatment 
of tropical fevers; that’s where the bene- 
volent side goes, year after year, and—lI 
endorse his attitude. 


‘Ts that all?’’ Certainly not, but 
enough to help you sense what kind of 
givers we have in our Church. All the rest 
fall naturally into one of these types of 
givers whose envelope contents I have ex- 
plained to you. And here, if you care to 
look at it, is the kind of quarterly state- 
ment we send out to help jog the jaded 
spirits of our members. I think it is a 
very good one, and the credit for its pull- 
ing power is due to my immediate prede- 
cessor in office. Study it, please. 


Name, Mr. John Doolittle. Date, Octo- 
ber 3rd, 1927. Dear Member: Synopsis of 
the Financial Needs of Church, ‘A 
. Will you do your share? Our Home 
Budget, $2,880. Your share per year, $13. 
Your share per week, $0.25. Your share 
per day, $.0357. Our Benevolent Budget, 
$1,125. Your share per year, $5.20. Your 
share per week, $.10. Your share per day, 
$.0143. Your total share for 3rd Quarter, 
$13.65. Paid, $8.05. Still due, $5.60. Spe- 
cials: Easter Lenten, nothing. Harvest 
Home, $4.00. The Consistory, Janette 
Worryman, Financial Secretary. 


Ethical Issues of the Farm Situation 


The REV. F. D. WENTZEL, Director of Leadership Training, Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed 


(Continued from last week) 


Another analysis finds the root of the 
difficulty in the agricultural surplus. The 
vagaries of the weather, the shift in for- 
eign markets, and other elements make it 
difficult for the farmer to adjust the quan- 
tity of his product precisely to the demand. 
Through no fault of his own, for example, 
he suddenly sees on his hands thousands of 
bales of cotton for which he can find no 
immediate market, or for which he must 
accept so small a price that his group lose 
$3,000,000 at a stroke. To solve the agri- 
cultural problem, we must find a way to 
control this surplus by artificial means. 
We must create organizations, co-opera- 
tives, perhaps, partly financed and support- 
ed by Federal agencies, which will buy the 
surplus in a specific emergency, hold it 
long enough to prevent radical decreases 
in prices, ad finally feed it back gradually 
to the open market. 


Those who persuade themselves that the 
control of the surplus means agricultural 
salvation sometimes also support the con- 
tention that the farmer has been neg- 
lected by the Federal and State Govern- 
ments, and that his position ought to be 
equalized with that of the American manu- 
facturer and distributor. Their slogan is 
‘equality for agriculture.’’? As you pro- 
tect the American manufacturer through 
the tariff, so either through additional 
tariff measures or by other means, you 
ought to protect the American farmer. 
While it is true that in 1925, for example, 
we spent $78,000,000 on our Department 
of Agriculture and only $25,000,000 on the 
Department of Commerce, our legislators 
have been far more consistently and earn- 
estly engaged in making conditions favor- 
able for successful business than in mak- 
ing conditions even tolerable for the farm- 
ing interests. 

When we speak of equality for agricul- 
ture, we ought, however, to think not only 
of the attitude of governments toward the 
farmer, but also of the attitude of men 
of wealth. Equality of governmental 
treatment would be an idle gesture if the 
present tendency to destroy equality 
among farmers themselves were not 
checked. What does it mean, if it means 
anything, to the legislative mind, that 
there are in the United States today 2,462,- 
600 tenants, 38.6 per cent of the total num- 
ber of farmers and that vast fertile farms 
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are being purchased by men of wealth 
merely for speculative purposes, or for the 
creation of country estates? 

A third analysis of the agricultural de- 
pression might be called the historical. We 
are developing, according to this analysis, 
a class of farmers similar to the peasant 
class in the great, but fallen, empires of 
the past. As the decline of the peasantry 
and the rush to the city in the Roman Em- 
pire preceded its dissolution, so the growth 
of a near-peasant strata in our modern so- 
ciety portends its ultimate destruction. 
Prof. Wm. E. Dodd, of the University of 
Chicago, though he may not share the utter 
despair of the extremists who take this 
position, says: ‘‘The efforts at co-opera- 
tive marketing, at controlled production, 
and at effective legislation, seem all to 
have failed. The President vetoes bills 
without offering better ones; the open-and- 
shut markets of the cities continue their 
unmitigated exploitation; while newer and 
richer lands cease to offer relief, as of old. 
.... If the sons of farmers continue to 
fill the vacuum of the cities due to re- 
stricted immigration; if the wealthier 
farmers and prosperous men of the cities 
continue to buy great tracts of land and 
set up industrial units on the farms, there 
may be a new farm feudalism which may 


THE RETURNS OF A COLLEGE 
EDUCATION 


To be at home in all lands and 
ages, to count nature a familiar ac- 
quaintance, to gain a standard for 
the appreciation of other men’s 
work and the criticism of one’s own, 
to carry the keys of the world’s 
library in one’s pocket and feel its 
resources behind one in every task 
he undertakes, to make hosts of 
friends among the men and women 
of one’s own age who are the lead- 
ers in all walks of life, to lose one’s 
self in generous enthusiasms, and co- 
operate with others for common ends, 
to learn manners from students who 
are ladies and gentlemen, and to 
form character under professors who 
are Christians—these are the returns 
of a college for the best four years 
of one’s life.—Libraries. 


secure a reasonable return for farm pro- 
ducts, but which will surely doom the now 
independent farmer to a condition of 
peonage and peasantry.’’ 

At least five significant ethical issues 
challenge the attention of those who give 
any thought at all to the position of the 
American farmer in the life of our coun- 
try. We can see these issues most clearly, 
perhaps, if they come to us in the form of 
questions. 

1. Is it just that a group constituting 
259, of our population is receiving only 
10% of our national income? 

2. Is it good for the soil, or good for the 
farmer, or good for the country, that al- 
most 40% of our farms are operated by 
tenants? 

3. What is the ethical significance of 
the fact that the farmer’s dollar is worth 
today about $.85, in other words, that 
while the things he sells are worth 34% 
more than before the war, the things he 
buys are worth 59% more than before the 
war? 

4. What does it mean when Magnus W. 
Alexander tells us that the farmer is in 
debt to other groups to the enormous total 
of $12,000,000,0008 

5. Was the financial deflation following 
the war deliberately manipulated by 
financiers for their own advantage? Ina 
recent article describing the father of 
Colonel Lindbergh, Lynn Haines writes: 
“*He pointed out what the Federal agency 
(the Federal Reserve System) could and 
would do after the war, especially with 
respect to agriculture. He predicted the 
manipulated deflation of 1920, which 
squeezed from 20 to 30 billions out of the 
farming industry, leaving it hopelessly 
crushed and broken.’’? Secretary Mellon 
disagrees with this interpretation, saying, 
‘As a matter of fact, far from contracting 
agricultural credits during the period of 
falling prices, the Federal Reserve Banks 
expanded bank credits and increased the 
volume of circulating notes in the agricul- 
tural states.’ 

The fundamental ethical issue, underly- 
ing all these lesser issues, is this: Are pres- 
ent agricultural conditions due to indi- 
vidual incompetence, as many insist, or to 
an iniquitous social system so intent upon 
securing prosperity through manufacture 
and trade that it neglects the welfare of 
those who supply our basic food necessi- 
ties? 
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Religious News from Continental Europe 


German Greetings to ‘‘The Reformed 
Church Messenger’’ 


The ‘‘Reformierte Kirchenzeitung,’’ the 
chief organ of the Reformed Church 
throughout Germany, devotes a long ar- 
ticle of congratulations to the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ on the occasion of its hundredth an- 
niversary. It says, ‘‘The present editor, 
Rev. Paul Seibert Leinbach, is a great 
master in the art of presenting to the read- 
ers his ideas in brief, telling editorials.’’ 
The article closes with the ardent desire 
that the ‘‘Messenger’’ might acquaint its 
readers still better than hitherto with the 
work of the mother Church in Germany. 
(This is one of the objects of this column 
of selected religious news from Europe.— 
P. VY.) 


Baptist Seminary in Russia Opened 


After a delay of several years, due to 
the revolution that overthrew the Roman- 
off dynasty and the uncertainties that have 
prevailed since that time, a Baptist semi- 
nary has been opened in Moscow, Russia, 
the institution having opened its doors in 
December. 


The Pope’s Latest Bull Makes Little Im- ° 


pression 


While many American ministers and lay- 
men became somewhat excited over the 
pope’s recent encyclical against union 
with non-Catholics, except on the basis of 
unconditional surrender to Rome, the 


By PROF. PHILIP VOLLMER, 


Protestants throughout Europe are so used 
to these periodical cursing epistles ‘‘to the 
faithful’’ that little attention has been 
paid to it. Some see in its issue a reaction 
to the Stockholm and Lausanne conferences, 
The ‘‘holy’’ father gets a little afraid—and 
with good reason—that some of the Catho- 
lic leaders, especially among the progres- 
sive nations, might get to like a good thing 
when they hear of it and see it too often. 
Hence the warning! 


Not Yet Through with ‘‘L’Action Fran- 
caise’’ 


The monarchist groups in France are 
still opposing the papal policy in France. 
Rome desires to make peace with Republi- 
can France, while an influential group of 
French aristocrats are still agitating the 
restoration of the monarchy. The chief 
royalist daily paper is ‘‘L’Action Fran- 
caise.’? Recently the pope placed that 
paper in the index of books forbidden to 
be read (Index Librorum prohibitorum), 
For the first time in history a newspaper 
has been added to the Church’s index 
alongside the names of many noted literary 
works. ‘‘L’Action Francaise’’ has come 
under the ban because—as set forth in the 
deeree—‘‘of certain articles written and 
published recently by it, articles which 
any sensible man would be forced to recog- 
nize were written against the Holy See 
and the supreme pontiff himself.’’? ‘‘ With 
deep respect, but with serene conscience, ’’ 
Charles Maurras, editor of ‘‘L’Action 
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Francaise,’’ writes, ‘‘I accept the ostra- 
cism of the Vatican.’’ Leo Daudet, joint 
editor with Maurras, writing in a more sar- 
doni¢ vein, virtually thanks the Holy See 
for ‘‘the fine advertising.’’ 


Prof. Dr. Loofs Dies 


On Jan. 13 one of the outstanding Ger- 
man professors, Dr. Loofs, died at Halle, 
seventy years old. He was a follower of 
Ritschl and Harnack, a scholar of un- 
usual depth and an academic university 
preacher of wide renown. His New Testa- 
ment Introduction and his New Testament 
Theology are of high value. Several times 
Dr, Loofs delivered courses of lectures in 
American seminaries, the one at Oberlin 
on the subject, ‘‘What Then is the Truth 
About Jesus,’’ being published in book 
form. 

350 Years Old 


The Reformed Church and parish of 
Amsterdam, in Holland, is making exten- 
sive preparations for a worthy celebration 
of its 350th anniversary. It is the leading 
congregation of the official State Church 
of Holland. Besides the State Church, 
which is the largest, and quite liberal, 
there are two more conservative Reformed 
denominations in Holland. the Free Chureh 
founded by the famous Dr. Kuyper, and 
the Gereformeerden Kerken, which at pres- 
ent is discussing the question whether the 
first chapters of Genesis are to be inter- 
preted literally or symbolically. 


cA Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Seaton 


A Grave Situation 


Dr. Carnegie Simpson was satisfied with 
the assurances of the Archbishops that the 
law would be enforced under the new 
Prayer Book as it was not under the old, 
and Dr. Garvie, before the discussion in 
Parliament, wrote: ‘‘The interests of Pro- 
testantism would not be promoted nor the 
efforts of Romanizing be arrested by the 
rejection of this measure; but the present 
confusion would only be increased. The 
new Prayer Book, setting by the living 
voice of the Church today the limits of 
what is permissible, and faithfully ad- 
ministered by the Bishops in regard to 
what is permitted, holds out some prospect 
of a better condition.’’ The Rev. H. Dun- 
nico (Baptist, Labor, and Director of the 
Peace Society), spoke strongly in the 
House of Commons in support of the Bill. 
Having spent 25 years in the active min- 
istry, he believes the new Book represents 
the living voice of the Anglican Church, 
that the Bishops could enforce its pro- 
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visions, and that its rejection will aggra- 
vate the Roman tendency. The Bishop of 
Liverpool regards the vote in the scr Uae of 
Commons as ‘‘a spiritual disaster.’’ As 
the Archbishop of Canterbury says is an 
official statement, every one recognizes 
the gravity of the situation which has 
arisen in regard to the life, work, and wor- 
ship of the Church of England. So long 
as that Church is established by the State, 
every citizen has a right to a voice in its 
affairs, and decisions on them rests ulti- 
mately with Parliament. But it is an ob- 
vious anomaly that a Book approved by 
large majorities in all the various assemb- 
lies of the Church should be vetoed by a 
secular assembly, not a few of whom fail 
to appreciate the real points at issue or to 
envisage the situation as a whole; while 
the ideas of a good many people not in 
touch with Church affairs are well illus- 
trated by a picture in ‘‘Punch,’’ one 
Church charlady remarking to another: ‘‘I 
can’t make out why there’s all this to-do 


about new Prayer Books. Wot they wants, 
Mrs. Green is new ‘assocks.’’’ The dis- 
establishment issue, which has lain dor- 
meant for many years, is inevitably raised. 
Large numbers of people agree with ‘‘The 
Times’’ that ‘‘the best that can happen 
is that at some future date the House of 
Commons should realize that it has blund- 
ered in haste, and should reverse at leisure 
a decision which can help forward neither 
Protestantism nor peace.’’ Commander 
Kenworthy is confident that if the Revised 
Book comes before the House of. Commons 
again next session, and time is allowed for 
discussion, it will pass by a large majority. 
Bishop Barnes considers that the way is 
now open for constructive reform ‘‘ which 
shall preserve the traditional character of — 
the Chureh of England,’’ and he urges 
that, with the co-operation of the Bishops, 
non-contentious proposals for Prayer 
Book revision should speedily become law, 
to be followed by a reform of Church law 
and Church courts. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Clayton H. Ranck from 610 66th 
Avenue to the Christian Association Build- 
ing, 3601 Locust Street, Phila., Pa, 


Rey. Blanchard Allen Black, pastor of 
Amity Chu -ch, Meyersdale, Pa., announces 
that the general theme for the Wednesday 


evening Lenten services is, 
Words From the Cross.’’ 


The Foreign Mission Day offerings are 
being received by the Board of Foreign 
Missions, and most of them are liberal. It 
is hoped that there may be no needless de- 
lay in their transmission. 


The leaders of the Primary and Begin- 


f ‘The Seven - 


ners’? Dept., of First Church, Canton, O., 
Rev. R. W. Blemker, beget held a very 


tendance of 583 on Feb. 19. 


Rev. Albert G. Peters, pastor of St. 
drew’s Church, Phila., Pa., brought a Le 
ten message to Messiah Chureh, Rev. W. 
Harman, pastor, on Wednesday ev 


7 
am 
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Feb. 29. A special drive for attendance in 
Messiah Church began on Mar. 4. 

We are glad to see copies of the very 
helpful booklets, ‘‘Christmas Carol Mat- 
ins’? and ‘‘Lenten Prayer and Service 
Book,’’ which are used in Christ Chureh, 
Roaring Spring, Pa., Rev. Howard 8S. Fox, 
pastor. 

Rev. H. B. Diefenbach, pastor of the 
Wooster Ave. Church, Akron, O., spoke at 
the Fellowship Supper at the Main St. M. 
E. Chureh on Feb. 24. Rev. Mr. Diefen- 
bach has recently been made President of 
the Tiffin Missionary Conference. 

A reunion service was held on Feb. 29 
at St. Paul’s Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. M. 
Rost, pastor, which was very largely at- 
tended by former members and at which 
Prof. Philip Vollmer, Dr. A. E, Dahlman 
and Dr. H. G. Maeder spoke. 

The Alumni of Ursinus College in Read- 
ing and vicinity are planning big doings 
at the Iris Club, Wyomissing, Pa., Friday, 
March 16, beginning at 6 P. M. Acecord- 
ing to the ‘‘bare’’ facts given on the an- 
nouncements, it looks as if something big 
would be brewin’ for the ‘‘bears’’ of 
Ursinus! 


In Trinity Church, Myerstown, Pa., Rev. 


Morgan A, Peters, pastor, appropriate ser- 
vices of the Lenten Season are being held. 
During Holy Week the sermons will be, on 
Wednesday, ‘‘The Battle Field,’’ Thurs- 
day, ‘‘A Complicated Story,’’ and Friday, 
‘‘The Tragedy Enacted.’’ An adult class 
was organized Feb. 26. 

The attractive schedule of Lenten Ser- 
vices of St. Paul’s Church, Fleetwood, Pa., 
Rey. Jacob B. Landis, pastor, announces 
the general theme of the Wednesday even- 
ing services as, ‘‘The Fruits of Religion,’’ 
and the Sunday service theme as, ‘‘Jesus’ 
Challenge’ to Us.’’? The schedule of the 
services is printed on a blotter, which 
serves as a very useful reminder. 

The March meeting of the Women’s So- 
cial Union of Reformed Churches of Phila- 
delphia and vicinity, will be held in Hei- 
delberg Church, Rev. Paul W. Yoh, pastor, 
Broad and Grange Streets, Philadelphia, 
March 14, 1928, at 2 P. M. sharp. Magis- 
trate Mrs. V. E. Fahnestock will address 
the meeting. 


A list of the Classical’ chairmen of 
judges for the Stewardship Essay Contest 
has been prepared and will be in the hands 
of all pastors whose congregations are par- 
ticipating in the Contest. This list is for the 
information of the local judges, to give 
them instructions as to where the 3 best 
Essays of each age group are to be sent. 
The date for sending these Essays to the 
Classical judges is March 18. 


There are still available envelopes for 
the offerings of Stewardship Acknowledg- 
ment Week from the Stewardship Depart- 
ment, 316 Schaff Bldg., Phila., Pa. The week 
of March 11-18 is having a wide observ- 
ance with preaching missions, exchange of 
pulpits, the intensive study and teaching 
of Stewardship, as well as an acknowledg- 


nient of Stewardship through a material’ 


gift of money for the Apportionment. 


The speaker at the annual Ladies’ Night 
feature of the Men’s League, of Grace 
Church, Hazleton, Pa., Rev. William Toen- 
nes, pastor, was George W. Waidner, of 
Philadelphia, Circulation Manager of the 
‘‘Messenger.’’ Everyone was delighted 
not only with the humor of the speaker, 
but with the intensely practical message 
of the lecture—‘‘The Supreme Summons 
of the Present Hour.’’ 


The Glade Church, Walkersville, Md., 
Rev. Walter R. Hartzell, pastor, has the 
credit of having among its members the 
oldest man in the community, Mr. Morti- 
mer Fitch, who, on Jan. 12, observed his 
94th birthday anniversary. Mr. Fitch was 
very happy at the dinner given in his 
honor. Having enjoyed good health he has 
been a regular attendant at the Church ser- 
vices even through these later years. 


A special meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Philadelphia Classis is called for 
March 12 at 10.45 A. M., to dissolve the 
pastoral relations existing between Rev. 
Clayton H. Ranek and the Reformed 
Church of Oak Lane. On March 18, Mr. 
Ranck is to be installed as full-time stu- 
dent pastor, under the direction of the 
Board of Home Missions. This service will 
take place in the First Church, Rey. Har- 
old B. Kerschner, pastor. 

One of the features of the spiritual cur- 
riculum of the Catechetical Class of St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading, Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, pastor, is the use of ‘‘The Fellow- 
ship of Prayer’’ for 1928. Each catechu- 
men is put on his honor to use it daily dur- 
ing Lent. The necessary reading of the 
Scriptures is one of the by-prducts. The 
choir, under the direction of Estelle K. 
Krick, will sing, during Holy Week, the 
cantata by DuBois, entitled, ‘‘Seven Last 
Words. ’? 

In a letter dated: Feb. 4, Dr. D. B. 
Schneder, President of North Japan Col- 
lege writes from Atami that he took a 
few days’ respite from his manifold duties 
at that resort. Atami is situated inside 
of an old crater, which turned over in such 
a manner that one side of the rim is sub- 
merged in the sea, and the other side sticks 
up and forms a semi-circle of very steep, 
high hills. Among other attractions it 
boasts a bath of natural hot springs. 

The Posters to be submitted for the 
Stewardship Poster Contest should be 
mailed direct to the Stewardship Depart- 
ment, 316 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., 
Phila., Pa., on March 11th. They should 
be accompanied by an attached envelope, 
bearing on the outside the pretended name 
of the contestant, and containing inside 
the real name of the contestant, and the 
signature of the pastor, S. S. superintend- 
ent, or teacher. 

Receipts for Home Mission Day to 
March 1 are as follows: Faith Church, 
State College, Pa., $16,628.73; Wilson 
Avenue, Columbus, O., $4,963.83; and St. 
Paul’s, Roanoke, Va., $2,305.84. This is a 
larger amount than was received in any 
former year, but is still far from the 
amount needed for these 3 beneficiaries. 
Congregations that have not remitted their 
Home Mission Day offerings will please do 
so as soon as convenient. 

The first of a ‘‘ World’s Series’? of Sun- 
day night services was held on Feb. 26 in 
Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. W. H. 
Boliman, pastor. Paul Y. Len, B. A., M. A., 
a native of Canton, China, was the 
speaker, presenting the subject, ‘‘China 
and Christianity,’’ to the congregation 
filling the auditorium to capacity. By con- 
ducting this series, Rev. Mr. Bollman hopes 
to help to promote international good-will 
and to dispel fear, suspicion and intoler- 
ance of other races and nations. 


Third Church, Youngstown, O., Dr. HE. D. 
Wettach, pastor, held its annual meeting 
in January. Reports showed an exception- 
ally good year. 100 new members were 
added to the Church, the S. S. now num- 
bers over 600. The Father and Son ban- 
quet, with 150 present, was one of the most 
successful things Third Church has ever 
had. The pastor writes: ‘‘We are now 
looking toward Easter—our aim is 100 new 
members on that Glad Festival of Life. 
Brethren in the Hast, pray for us.’’ 


First Church, Phila., is mourning the 
death on Mar. 1 of Mrs. Corinne Wiest An- 
thony, wife of Dr. G. Conquest Anthony, 
who for 10 years has been choir director 
and soprano soloist of the old First. Mrs, 
Anthony’s ministry in music has been uni- 
versally appreciated, and her personality 
made her a general favorite. She was a 
sister of Rev. Dr. E. F. Wiest and of Prof. 
F. Nevin Wiest. She is survived by her 
husband and one daughter, Miss Audrey 
Anthony. The funeral service was held 
Mar. 5. 


Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor of Faith Church, 


Laneaster, has planned services of inspira- 
tion and blessing for the Sunday and Wed- 
nesday evening services leading up to Has- 
ter. The guest-preachers at the Wedunes- 
day evening services have been: Rey. H. 
A. Shiffer, on Feb. 22; Rev. J. Rauch 
Stein, D. D., Feb. 29; Rev. Charles B. Als- 
pach, D. D., on Mar. 7; on Mar. 14 Rev. 
Purd EK. Dietz will preach; Mar. 22 (Thurs- 
day), Rev. H. K. Ober; and on Mar. 28, 
Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


Congregations from 40 different Classes 
have been supplied with literature for the 
Stewardship Essay and Poster Contests. 
Some of the Essays have been finished, 
while many others are in the process of 
being written. They must be submitted 
to the local judges on March 11, in order 
that the 3 best from each age group may 
be selected, and mailed to the Classical 
judges on March 18. Only in the event of 
there being no Classical judges appointed, 
should the local judges submit the Essays 
direct to the Stewardship Department. 


A very delightful banquet and social was 
given by the consistory of the Chureh of 
the Incarnation, Newport, Pa., in the S. S. 
Chapel on Feb. 17, in honor of the birth- 
day of the pastor, Rev. U. Oliver H. 
Kerschner. A musical program was given 
by the 8. S. orchestra, and vocal, piano and 
organ soloists. Rev. J. Thomas Fox de- 
livered the address. Mr. John S, Leiby 
was the toastmaster. The 200 guests de- 
parted wishing many good things for their 
pastor, 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, the famous 
New York preacher, in a personal note to 
the Rev. F. K. Stamm, says that his ex- 
amination of the new book, ‘‘The Reform- 
ed Church Pulpit,’’? impels him to write: 
‘“The sermons represent a style of preach- 
ing above the average in seriousness of 
contents and form. It is a very creditable 
performance, and refiects splendidly upon 
the pulpit of your denomination.’’ There 
can be no doubt about the favorable opin- 
ions of leaders of thought outside of our 
Church. But how fully will such a book 
be appreciated among our own people? 


A large audience assembled last Sunday 
morning in Salem Church, Harrisburg, to 
join in the memorial service held in honor 
of the late pastor, Rev. Dr. Ellis N. 
Kremer. The sermon was delivered by 
Rey. Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, President 
of the General Synod. His theme was, 
‘‘The Deathless Life.’’ In the evening Dr. 
Bartholomew’s theme was ‘‘The Endless 
Love.’’ At the morning service Rev. Dr. 
Theodore F, Herman, of Lancaster, as- 
sisted. The Harrisburg papers gave large 
space to the memorial sermon. It is spoken 
of aS a very fine delineation of the life, 
character and labors of our dear Dr. 
Kremer. 


A most delightful occasion took place in 
Trinity Church, Wilkinsburg, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Harry Nelson Bassler, pastor, on Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 21, when the Men’s Bible 
Class held a banquet, which was served 
by the ladies of the Church under the di- 
rection of Mrs. A. J. Datz. Music was 
furnished throughout the evening by the 
Aeolian Sextet. Dr. Bassler presided and 
the address of, the evening was delivered 
by Prof. Ernest E. Hicks, Principal of the 
Junior High School. It was an evening of 
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fellowship that will long be remembered 
by the men of Trinity. Much credit is due 
to Prof. Charles Thomas, instructor in 
Westinghouse High School, Pittsburgh, who 
is president of the class. 

The members and friends of the Mt. 
Zion congregation, of the Carlisle Rural 
Charge manifested their appreciation of 
the work rendered by their pastor, Rev. 
Daniel A. Brown, and the high esteem in 
which they hold him, when they tendered 
him and his family a ‘‘surprise,’’ at their 
home in Carlisle, Pa., on Wednesday even- 
ing, Feb. 29th. A fine program of music, 
song and addresses was rendered, after 
which a dainty luncheon was served. The 
rest of the evening was spent in pleasant 
social intercourse, and without exception, 
those present declared the time was most 
pleasantly and well spent. A large num- 
ber of useful articles were presented and 
thankfully received by the pastor and his 
family. 

The consistory of Christ Church, Al- 
toona, Pa., Rev. C. D. Rockel, pastor, held 
a banquet on Feb. 21, having Rev. J. E. 
Skillington, D. D., pastor of the First M. 
E. Church, as the speaker. Rev. Charles 
D. Rockel spoke at the Wednesday Noon 
Lenten services on Feb. 22; Rev. Stacy 
Capers on Feb. 29; Rev. Dr. J. E. Skilling- 
ton on Mar. 7; on Mar. 14 Rev. Edwin Faye 
Jr., will preach; Mar. 21, Rev. Oliver Sen- 
senig; Mar. 28, Rev. Dr. G. N. Lauffer; and 
on April 4, Rev. Howard Fox. The con- 
sistory has set the goal of the Lenten offer- 
ing at $1,800, and a membership goal of 25 
new members. 

Rev. G. H. Gebhardt, pastor of Carroll- 
ton Ave. Chureh, Indianapolis, Ind., 
preached the first of a series of Sunday 
evening Lenten sermons on Mar. 4, on 
‘The Marks of Sin.’? On Mar. 18, at 7 
P. M., Dr. Howard E. Jensen, of Butler 
University, will speak at the Youth Night 
Service. A week of Visitation Evangelism 
will be held Mar. 18-25, with supper meet- 
ings for reports on Tuesday and Thursday. 
On Mar. 27, 28 and 30, at 7.45 P. M., Dr. 
Paul 8. Leinbach, Editor of the ‘‘ Messen- 
ger,’’ will speak at the pre-Haster Services. 
On Palm Sunday, the choir, under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Olga 8. Porter, will render 
Stainer’s cantata, ‘‘The Crucifixion.’’ 

Union prayer services were held in the 
5 Protestant Churches of Pen Argyl during 
the week of Jan. 15. The services were 
held in Faith Church, Rev. W. H. Brong, 
pastor, on Friday evening, Jan. 20, when 
Rev. R. W. Musselman, of the Presbyterian 
Church, preached. Rev. Mr. Brong preached 
on Thursday evening, Jan. 19, in the M. EH. 
Church. The illustrated lecture, ‘‘The Re- 
formed Church at Work,’’ was given by 
Rey. Mr. Brong in 3 of the Churches of the 
Plainfield Charge and was greatly enjoyed 
by the large audiences; the slides were 
favorably commented upon by many of the 
members. On Feb. 26 Mr. Brong preached 
in the M. E. Church, at Bangor, in a gen- 
eral pulpit exchange in the Slate Region. 

The Churches of several denominations 
of Baltimore are co-operating in an 8 
weeks simultaneous ‘‘Church Loyalty Cru- 
sade’’ that promises great things for the 
Churches and the religious life of the city. 
Our Reformed pastors stand in the fore- 
front of this movement. Recently a joint 
conference of the pastors of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Churches was held for the 
purpose of becoming better acquainted. 
Rev. Klemme presided at the conference 
and it was decided to meet monthly. Prof. 
Philip Vollmer was the speaker on ‘‘ Ways 
and Means of Closer Co-operation Between 
the Two Denominations.’’? Prof. Vollmer 
is one of the instructors in the Camden 
Leadership Training School, which opened 
on Feb. 28. 


At the special Thursday evening Lenten 
services held in Trinity Church, of the 
Kreutz Creek Charge, York Co., Pa., Rev. 
Walter E. Garrett, pastor, the following 
speakers have been, on Feb. 23, Rev. 
Howard H. Long; Mar. 1, Rev. W. 8. 


Kerchner; on Mar. 8, Dr. J. Kern McKee 
will preach, Rev. E. O. Keen on Mar. 15, 
Rev. Howard F. Boyer on Mar. 22, and the 
pastor on Mar. 28. The Y. M. C, A. orches- 
tra, of York, gave a concert in Canadochly 
Church on Mar. 3. The 15th annual Every 
Member Canvass will be made on KHaster 
Sunday. A special pre-Easter Illustrated 
Service will be held on Saturday, April 7, 
closing the Holy Week Services at Trinity 
Church. On Mar. 7 the pastor spoke in 
Zion Church, York, on Mar. 14 he will 
preach in St. Stephen’s Church, York, and 
on Mar. 21, at the Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster. 

Edward W. Blatchford, who for the past 
five years has been in charge of the Near 
East Relief orphanages in Palestine, has 
seen 1,500 children outplaced or graduated 
from these orphanages into self-support. In 
order to give the boys who have gone from 
the orphanages the assistance they need 
while endeavoring to fit themselves into 
the economic life of Palestine, Mr. Blatch- 
ford has organized four Working Boys’ 
Clubs; two in Jerusalem, one in Nazareth 
and one in Jaffa. The four clubs have a 
membership of 90 boys. By living in such 
clubs the boys not only have a home and 
good food, but are able to save from 20 to 
35 per cent of their wages. The boys work 
at all sorts of trades. There are tailors, 
shoemakers, blacksmiths, carpenters, pho- 
tographers, surveyors, pharmacists, marble- 
cutters and coopers. 

A valued reader of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
living in Western Pennsylvania writes: 
‘Tt is surprising to note the many in- 
stances in which the ‘Messenger’ is re- 
ferred to or made use of in our home. Our 
daughter, who teaches school, comes in 
every Friday evening and requires the 
‘Messenger’ to settle some problem, or to 
get light and help to carry on. Another 
daughter, in High School, needs help in 
English, in problems of democracy, and 
even in current events, so she wants the 
‘Messenger.’ Our ‘baby,’ who is in the 
7th grade, also finds use for the ‘Messen- 
ger’ and last week’s issue was particularly 
interesting to her. Mother and I get a lot 
of comfort and strength from it; so you 
see we could not get along very well with- 
out it.’? Thank you, good friend, for such 
very heartening comments. 


John Robert Jones, Esq., of Philadel- 
phia, was the principal speaker at a testi- 
monial banquet in Salem Church, at Sha- 
mokin, Pa. Feb. 22, given in honor of 
County ‘Controller Oswald Kramer and 
County Commissioner LeRoy Thomas, both 
of whom have been active members of the 
congregation since boyhood. The speaker 
eulogized Washington and Lincoln, whom 
he characterized as great and good men, 
and warmly commended the members of 
Salem for their thoughtful appreciation in 
recognizing two of their fellowmen in this 
most unique manner. Hon. Albert Lloyd, 
Judge of the Northumberland County 
Courts, congratulated the guests of honor 
and complimented the members of Salem 
for their fine spirit of brotherhood. Others 
who spoke were Hon. Ollie Powell, of 
Mount Carmel, Pa., and Attorney ©. C. 
Lark, of Shamokin. W. J. Wiest.presided 
as toastmaster, and the dinner was served 
by the ladies of his Young People’s Bible 
Class. 


The services of dedication of the beauti- 
ful new school building of Trinity First 
Church, York, Pa., Rev. Samuel H. Stein, 
D. D., pastor, Paul F. Schminke, superin- 
tendent, were held Feb. 26-29. It was a 
great occasion in the history of this his- 
toric Church and all who have seen the new 


edifice are delighted with its beauty and 
convenience and the fine opportunity which _ 


is now afforded this progressive congrega- 
tion to earry on efficiently the manifold 
activities of a modern parish. The dedica- 
tory address on Sunday morning was de- 
livered by the President of Franklin and 
Marshall College, Dr. Henry Harbaugh 
Apple, former pastor of Trinity Church, 


BEAUTIFUL PEWS, PULPIT FURNITURE AND 
SPLENDID MOELLER|]ORGAN FOR SALE, THE 
ERECTION OF A NEW GOTHIC CHURCH MAKES 
IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO RE-USE THESE 
SPLENDID ARTICLES OF ECCLESIASTICAL FUR- 


NITURE. IF YOUR NEW OR RE-MODELED 
CHURCH IS OTHER THAN GOTHIC IN STYLE, 
THIS IS A RARE OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR 
CONGREGATION. OUR CHURCH WILL BE DIS- 
MANTLED AFTER EASTER. WRITE US OR VISIT 
THE CHURCH IMMEDIATELY. H. D. McKEEHAN, 
607 CHURCH STREET, HUNTINGDON, PA, 


and at the Vesper Service, Dr. Henri L. G. 
Kieffer, of Frederick, Md., gave the ad- 
dress. Reformed Church Night was cele- 
brated Monday evening, Judge Ray P. 
Sherwood presided and the delightful so- 
cial hour followed with greetings from 
ministers and superintendents. Supt. 
Schminke presided at the Community 
Night on ‘Tuesday, when another social 
hour followed with greetings from sister 
Churches and their School superintendents, 
The Union Lenten Service on Wednesday 
evening was addressed by Professor Theo- 
dore F. Herman, on ‘‘The Church’s Re- 
sponsibility for Religious Education.’’ The 
known superintendents of Trinity Church 
School have been:—W. A. Wilt, Wm. H. 
Welsh, Dr. R. E. Butz, Prof. A. Lee Shul- 
lenberger, U. S. G. Strine, A. Rauch Hoffe- 
ditz and Paul F. Schminke. The compe- 
tent building committee which has carried 
through this project with such a remark- 
able success, was composed of the follow- 
ing:—George W. Pfaltzgraff, chairman, 
Henry Wasbers, Rev. Dr. Samuel Henry 
Stein, Henry C. Barnhart, Dr. Wilson W. 
Bolton, Dr. Austin M. Grove, M. Wilson 
Gulick, Augustus M. Hake, L. M. Hart- 
man, Edgar F. Heckert, Oscar H. Heckert, 
Amos W. Hermann, Esq., Howard O. Hilde- 
brand, Harry S. Householder, Russel C. 
Keller, S. Forry Laucks, James W. Neu- 
man, John W. Noss, Charles A. Owen, 
Charles F. Polack, Edwin C. Resser, Clar- 
ence S. Rohrbaugh, Paul F. Schminke, Ray 
P. Sherwood, Esq., Calvin Stauffer, Harry 
Stauffer, Samuel H. Strack, Harry P. Wag- 
ner, Clarence G. Welsh, J. A. Dempwolf, 
architect, Harry S. Hamme, contractor; 
Mr. Hake was chairman of construction, 
Mr. Noss vice-chairman of construction, 
Mr. Strack, chairman of finance, and Mr. 
Schminke, chairman of furnishing. 


LONDON LETTER 
(Continued from Page 10) 


Church of England’s Dilemma 


The rejection of the Revised Prayer 
Book by the House of Commons by 238 to 
205 votes took everybody by surprise— 
parliament itself, newspapers, Churchmen, 
Nonconformist, the general public. It was 
confidently expected that the voting would 
be much the same as in the House of Lords 
the previous day—241 to 88. The Lords 
had a three days’ discussion, the Commons 
only one, which was insufficient. In the 
opinion of many the Upper House has, 
not for the first time, acted more judicially 
and more truly represents the mind of the 
country than the Lower. Lady Iveagh, 
fresh from a by-election, declares that the 
new book has popular support. The attack 
was much better organized than the de- 
fence. Sir W. Joyson-Hicks, Home Secre- 
tary, and the Bishop of Norwich left no 
stone unturned to secure the defeat of the 
measure. ‘‘No Popery!’’ was sounded 
everywhere, and fear of Rome influenced 
many votes. One speaker declared that if 
the Revised Book were adopted, England 
could be made Roman in a generation! 
Commander Kenworthy, who as one of 


the whips for the book, had exceptional — 


opportunities for estimating the shifting 


balance of the opposing forces in the Com- es 
mons and holds that the result of that de- — 
bate was largely to the weak and ineffect-— 


ual way in which the case for the book wa 
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“I HAVE READ 
THE MESSENGER 
EVER SINCE 
I WAS A BOY. 
AM NOW IN MY 88TH 
YEAR. 
SOONER THAN 
GIVE UP 
THE MESSENGER 
I WOULD 
STOP EVERY OTHER 
PAPER.” 

SO SAID A VISITOR 
MR. G. A. WAGNER, 
OF LANDISBURG, PA. 
FRIENDS LIKE 
THESE ARE REALLY 
WORTH WHILE. 


A. M. S. 


presented. Mr. Bridgeman, First Lord of 
the Admiralty, who led the defence, actu- 
ally alienated votes, especially among 
Labor Members, according to their own 
confession, by tactless utterances. The 
speeches and votes against the Book are 
the best evidence that it could safely be 
adopted: the meaning of that paradox be- 
ing that anti-Roman feeling in Britain is 
so strong that there is not the slightest 
chance of that Church becoming dominant 
there. As Dr. Maurice Relton well says, 
the Revised Book is one of many efforts by 
the Anglican Church to adapt itself to 
modern needs. Practically everybody 
agrees that some changes in the Book of 
Common Prayer could not be delayed any 
longer. The new Book represents a com- 
promise—necessary, wise and safe. Much 
of the opposition is due, not so much to 
objection to the actual contents of the 
Book, as to doubt whether the safeguards 
provided against deviations from it to- 
wards Rome would be effective. On this 
point and indeed in regard to the Book as 
a whole nothing could be more significant 
than the attitude of the most statemanlike 
leaders of Nonconformity. Sturdy Protest- 
ants like Dr. Carnegie Simpson (Presby- 
terian), Principal Garvie (Congregational- 
ist), Dr. Seott Lidgett (Wesleyan), Sir 
Henry Lunn and other responsible Free 
Churchmen were not opposed to its accept- 
ance. 


Divine As Water Diviner 


The Dean of Westminster has let it be- 
come known that he possesses the faculty 
of discovering the presence of water be- 
low the ground by means of a forked twig 
held in the hand. Over 30 years ago when a 
professional water-diviner was experiment- 
ing in a field at his old home he borrowed 
the twig, and to his great astonishment 
it moved strongly in his hand. The pro- 
fessional tested the ground, and confirmed 
the presence of water; a well was sunk, 
and is still in regular use. Since then Dr. 
Foxley Norris has exercised his mys- 
terious power fro mtime to time. He ha- 
bitually holds the twig between his thumb 
and finger, because when held in the ordi- 
nary way its wriggling more than once 
scratched the skin off his palm. Again and 
again when the twig has been weak and 
the water strong it has broken itself in 
two half an inch above his thumb and 
finger with the force of the attraction, 


whatever it is. This in the Dean’s judg- 
ment disposes of the theory of sub-consci- 
ous musclar action. He says it makes no 
diffrence what wood is used, he has some- 
times used thick grass. He believes hazel 
merely became popular because it happens 
to grow in convenient shapes. At York he 
detected the presence of water in an angle 
near the old city walls. On another occa- 
sion he found water for a brick company. 
The late Sir William Barrett, F. R. 8., who 
was keenly interested in the subject, has 
left it on record that Church dignitaries, 
men of distinction, members of Parliament, 
and commercial magnates have been unable 
to control the movements of the twig 
where water was afterwards found. Re- 
viewing correspondence in its columns, 
““The Times’’ remarks: ‘‘This much, how- 
ever, is sure. Owing apparently to a kind 
of involuntary and at present inexplicable 
reflex muscular action, the movement of a 
hazel twig held im the hands does enable 
some few sensitives to detect subterranean 
supplies of running water in places where 
there are no surface indications of its pres- 
ence,’’ Scientific investigation of the sub- 
ject is urged. ‘‘Punch’’ has this sally: 
‘“The Dean of Westminster has the gift of 
divining water by means of a hazel twig. 
A pen held by the Dean of St. Paul’s, on 
the other hand, dips violently when it is 
over ink.’’ 


STEWARDSHIP LIVING 


A recent magazine article contains an 
editorial on the rather startling theme, 
‘‘The Peril of Stewardship Ideal.’’ There 
is much sound truth in the article, but it is 
built on a false conception of Stewardship. 

If Stewardship is merely giving a tenth 
of one’s income to the Church and benevo- 
lent objects, then we see a real danger in 
its practice. If Stewardship means nothing 
more than the giving of a definite portion 
of our substance to the Lord, then it may 
be that our giving will serve as a means to 
quiet an uneasy conscience, 

But Stewardship as taught in the Bible 
is not an act of giving, it is a manner of 
living. Stewardship, first of all, demands 
that one’s personal relations to God be 
right. Stewardship and consecration are 
closely related and consecration demands 
worship. A real sense of our Stewardship 
will fill our Churches, not with folks who 
have come to listen to the preacher, but 
who have a desire to worship their 
Heavenly Father. 

A sense of Stewardship will also affect 
my relations with men. It will cause me to 
see that I am ‘‘my brother’s keeper.’’ If 
I am strong, it will drive home the thought 
that I have an obligation to the weak. 
More than that, it will insist that I am 
personally responsible for many of the 
sins of our day. This is the meaning of 
the cross, ‘‘that the Master took upon His 
own life the burden of social misery and 
bore it.’’ Read again the story of the 
Good Samaritan in Luke 10. It is the Mas- 
ter’s way of telling us that our time, our 
talents, our possessions, as well as our love 
and sympathy belong to God for the use 
of mankind. 

Of course, there is a financial part to 
Stewardship. It is an important part, but 
not the principle part. The financial part 
of Stewardship is rather the result of the 
right relations we have established with 
God and our fellows. Is the love we pro- 
fess for God and man sincere? If so, our 
money will be given freely that His King- 
dom may be established in the hearts of 
men everywhere. But if our profession is 
a mere matter of words, our purse strings 
will be tightly drawn and God will receive 
our residue and not our substance. 


—Mrs. John Lentz, 


Secretary of Stewardship, 
Woman’s Missionary Society 


of General Synod. 
Milton, Pa. 


EVERY CHURCH OR SOCIETY 
NEEDS MONEY 


Sell finest Choclate Covered Bars (14 varieties) at 
§ cents each and add to your funds. 


Pay for bars in 30 days Send coupon 
Offer not good West of Mississippi River 
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L. E. AUSTIN 
760 West End Avenue New York Clty 


Please send information im regard to your money 
earning plan. 


SEVENTEENTH 


Holy Land Tour 


Conducted by Dr. and Mrs. Ray Allen 
June 16 to Sept. 2, 1928 
Belgium, Pgypt, England, France, Holland, 
Italy, Palestine, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey 
$925, Complete. 15,600 Miles. 

DE. Allen’s new translation of the Gospel 

of Mark. Independent, clear, vivid, Or- 

lental. Beautifully bound. $1, postpaid. 6 

copies $3. Needed for Sunday Scheol work. 
RBHV. RAY ALLEN, HORNBLL, N. Y. 


EUROPE 


Cathedrals’ Festivals Art 
Orchestral Operatic 
Chamber Music 


PALESTINE 


With our Church Travel Club 


WORLD ACQUAINTANCE TRAVEL, Inc. 
51 W. 49th Street Box R New York City 


Removes Ink, Rust, Fruit Stains, etc., 
from clothing, rugs, marble. 


Sold by drug, department and grocery 
stores for 25c. Or send 30c. by mail. 


Dept. M. 677 Preston Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS TO CHURCHES 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. Harry Kehm, Supt. 


A pleasant and well-rendered entertain- 
ment was given by the fifth grade school 
children on Washington’s Birthday, under 
the direction of their teacher, Mr. Gilfert. 
The children did splendidly. Each one had 
been chosen with care to take their respec- 
tive parts. The setting and stage work 
was planned and supervised by the teacher. 
It was very effective and helped to bring 
forth the story of the play. This with 
other entertainments we have had this 
winter, and propose having this spring, 
have been made more pleasant and enter- 
taining because of the auditorium. While 
the entertainments are good for the chil- 
dren and help in the developing of the 
children, a far more necessary element is 
workers to help to take charge of the fam- 
ily. 


Two of our helpers have informed us 
that they are leaving in the near future. 
The one finds it necessary to return to her 
home to take care of her invalid mother, 
and the other hopes to re-establish her 
home and have her children with her. We 
cannot find fault with these motives, but it 
necessitates our finding some one to take 
their places. Both of these friends have 
rendered very acceptable service while 
they were with us. These people expect to 
leave in the very near future and their 
places should be filled at their leaving. 
Are there any Christian women in the 


a 
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Chureh who would like to come with us? 
Not only have a good position, but be do- 
ing something worth while for these 200 
and more children under our care. You 
brethren in the ministry, do you have any 
members that you could recommend? We 
will await replies and trust some one wili 
respond to our appeal. 


HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE, LITTLES- 
TOWN, PA. 


Rev. Sidney S. Smith, Supt. 


The winter of 1927-28 has had many new 
enjoyments. The new road has made a 
change in our home life and we no longer 
go into winter quarters about Thanksgiv- 
ing and appear again about Haster. 
Friends now come and we are able to get 
away. Things we hoped to do other years 
are possible now. The new road remains 
in only one sense a problem; we continue 
to have a large debt from it and we hope 
our friends will soon help to pay the same. 


Basketball has become the popular sport 
during the winter. Snow being scarce the 
outside activities have not been so numer- 
ous. Five evenings a week the gymnasium 
is seething with activity. Our boys have 
played six games and have won half of 
these contests. Saturday evening, Feb. 
25th, thirty of the children beside the team 
journeyed to Hanover, where they played 
the Y. M. C. A. Juniors. Our friends of 
Hanover and some former Hoffman chil- 
dren were there to encourage the boys. The 
game was a benefit for the Hoffman Ath- 
letie Fund. Our girls have been playing 
the game and are now planning to com- 
pete with an outside team within a few 
days. 


The C. E. Society of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd observed Washington’s 
Birthday with an appropriate social. The 
gymnasium was decorated with the nation- 
al colors, and the evening was spent in 
playing humorous games. Some of the 
boys became very proficient in trying to 
eat doughnuts from a string. The luncheon 
was served in the dining hall. 


The Adams County Farm Extension As- 
sociation held a district dairy conference 
at the Home on Feb. 21st. A number of 
dairy specialists were present and during 
the afternoon held a conference in our 
dairy barn. The evening program was 
composed of an illustrated lecture which 
was held in the Home School Building. Our 
older boys were granted the opportunity 
to attend these meetings and took a great 
interest in the lectures. 


MASSANUTTEN NOTES 


The Massanutten Academy has enjoyed 
an unusually fine winter term. The gen- 
eral scholastic work has been interspersed 
with various entertainments, notable 
among which was an interpretation of the 
tragedy ‘‘Macbeth,’’ given by the senior 
class. This presentation took place shortly 
before the Christmas holidays. 

On March 12, Dr. Francis Henry Wade, 
a lecturer of prominence, will give an 
illustrated address on the _ subject, 
‘‘Famous Old Actors and New, With Imi- 
tations of Their Acting,’’ while on the 
following week, the Jay Tobias Company, 
composed of talented artists and humor- 
ists, will present a program. 

The student body has listened to two 
sermons by visiting ministers this year. 
The first of these was delivered by the 
Reverend J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk of 
General Synod, and the latter by Rev. 
Martin Schweitzer, of Ephrata, Penna. 

With the advent of spring not far off, 
preparations are being made for baseball 
and track. The basketball team is closing 
a very successful season, which includes 
13 victories to 4 defeats so far. Some of 
these were over outstanding schools in 
Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania. 
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G IF qT Mother’s Day and Children’s 
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SCHAFF BUILDING 


1505 RACE ST. 
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CATAWBA TRUSTEES MEET 


The Board of Trustees of Catawba, Col- 
lege held their regular meeting on Febru- 
ary 21st. On recommendation of the 
Finance ‘Committee several items were 
passed looking towards the increasing of 
the Endowment Fund, so as to meet the re- 
quirements of the Southern Association for 
membership next December. The budget 
of the college for the year 1928-29 was pre- 
sented by the Budget Committee and ap- 
proved by the Board. Upon the recom- 
mendation of the Instruction Committee, 
the present staff of the college was re-elect- 
ed with slight increases, and one ad- 
ditional member was added to the faculty 
for next year in the person of Rev. John 
W. Myers, who has been serving as pastor 
of the First Reformed Church, of Char- 
lotte, who was elected Professor of Re- 
ligious Education. 


Rev. Mr. Myers is a native of Penna., 
a graduate of Central Theological Semi- 
nary and has had post graduate work in 
religious education under Athearn at Bos- 
ton University, where he received the de- 
gree of Master of Religious Education. Mr. 
Myers has served as Director of Religious 
Edueation in a Congregational parish in 
Massachusetts, and a Presbyterian parish 
in New York. He is one of the best quali- 
fied men in this field in our denomination, 
and the constituency of the. college con- 
fidently expects a fine piece of work in 
this new department. 


During the present calendar year the 
college is giving instruction to 501 differ- 
ent persons. This includes the summer 
school and the extension department. Of 
this number, 266 are in the college proper. 
If the work of the summer school and ex- 
tension school were evaluated in terms of 
college years, then it would appear that 
Catawba College would be rated as a col- 
lege of about 400 full-time students. This, 


it is felt, is a very large service for the 
college to render so early in its history. 


NEW HUNGARIAN CHURCH DEDI- 
CATED IN DETROIT 


Since the doors of immigration have 
been shut in our country and the admis- 
sion of newcomers has been reduced to a 
very limited number, the organizing of 
new Churches among our foreign-speaking 
population has also become a rare event. 
New immigration laws have thus affected 
our Hungarian work. Formerly new con- 
gregations were established and Churches 
built all over the country in frequent sue- 
cession, but the last few years we seldom 
hear or read about fresh Hungarian groups 
or new settlements, and consequently, re- 
ports about new Hungarian Churches be- 
come rare. The work of established | 
Churches, however, is growing, expanding, 
departments are added to carry on the 
various activities of the local fields and 
additional or new buildings, with new 
equipments are needed to the extent of the 
natural and steady development of these 
Churches. 


The broadening of the functions of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church at Detroit 
has inevitably demanded larger edifices 
for worship, education and social enter- 
prises. The colossal building program of 
$150,000 was carried through within a few 
months. The mbuilding of a spacious 
Church, with a seating capacity of 1,200, 
and of the social hall with 23 rooms of 
various sizes and of an auditorium to ac- 


commodate 1,200 people and of the new ~ 


parsonage, modern in every detail, was 
commenced just recently, on the 8th of — 


September, 1927, and was dedicated on the ~ 


29th of January of this year. An unusual — 

celerity, indeed, in ‘‘putting across’? 

great project. 
Dedicatory services were very impres 
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sive. Nearly all Hungarian organizations 
of Detroit, some in uniform, were present. 
Ministers and delegates of local Churches, 
as well as from cities in the vicinity of 
Detroit and long distances, came with 


glad hearts to rejoice with the celebrating 
There were 30 Hungarian 


congregation. 


[| 


ministers present from all over the land. 
Dedicatory services were began on the 
28th of January in the main auditorium of 
the social hall. Prof. Alexander Toth, D. 
D., of Laneaster, preached. Services con- 
tinued on the 29th in the Church proper. 
Dr. John Dikovies, of Bloomfield, offered 


New Hungarian Reformed Church, Parish House and Parsonage— Detroit, Mich. 


the dedicatory prayer; Rev. Eugene Boros, 
of Chicago, President of the Western Hun- 
garian Classis, and Dr. C. E. Schaeffer, 
General Secretary of our Board of Home 
Missions, preached. In the afternoon, the 
same day, Dr. Geza Takaro, of New York, 
President of the Eastern Hungarian 
Classis, and again Dr. Schaeffer delivered 
their timely, deeply spiritual sermons. At 
the close of these services short messages 
of greetings and of congratulations were 
conveyed by the representatives of various 


bodies. In the evening a banquet was 
served, seasoned with appropriate ad- 
dresses. The next day, the 30th of Janu- 


ary, the remaining ministers together with 
a few laymen, had a brief devotion and 
conference. In the evening the Church 
was packed full again and interesting ob- 
servations were made by visiting ministers. 


Our Hungarian Church: in Detroit was 
organized in 1904. Their first ministers 
were Rev. Zoltan Domeny, Rev. L. Tegze 
and Rey. Stephen Borsos. The present 
pastor, Rev. Michael Toth, started his 
labors in this fascinatingly progressive 
field on the Ist of July, 1922. Rev. Mr. 
Toth is an ardent, inspiring worker, a suc- 
cessful organizer, a keen financier, a good 
musician and a brilliant preacher. During 
his pastorate, in 1924, his people raised 
$16,300 to pay off the old Church debt. 
Church attendance, Sunday School and 
Christian Endeavor enrollments, benevo- 
lent societies, Bible classes, clubs and 
bands of boys and girls are encouraging in- 
dications that the Lord has prospered the 
work. Rev. Mr. Toth has two eapable help- 
mates in Rev. Stephen Kalabanyi, his as- 
sistant, and Mrs. Sidonia Daroecy, deacon- 
ess. May the Lord continue to pour out 
His richest blessings upon the work of this 
busy Church. —Louis Bogar. 


(See Cut on Cover Page) 
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THE PASTOR SAYS 


By John Andrew Holmes 
The devil’s business is a ‘‘blue 
sky’’ concern. All its dividends are 
paid out of capital, and he who in- 
vests in it loses not only what he 
has, but what he is. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


GOD IS LOVE 


Text, I John 4:8, ‘‘He that loveth not 
knoweth not God; for God is love.’’ 


God is love. These are doubtless the 
three greatest words ever written to form 
a sentence. They are so simple that a 
- little child as soon as it begins to speak 
can pronounce them, and yet they are so 
deep that the wisest men have not been 
able to express their full meaning. 

In these three words we have the whole 
Bible put into the simplest form. Jesus 
said, ‘‘For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that who- 
sover believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life.’’ We call this the 
Golden Text of the Bible. John said, 
**God is love.’’ Might we call this the 
Diamond Text of the Bible? This would 


be no reflection upon Christ, because John 
did not get this wonderful statement of 
himself. He knew Him who said, ‘‘He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.’’ 
He was with Him as a disciple for three 
years; he leaned his head on Jesus’ breast; 
he saw Him. heal the sick and raise the 
dead; he stood beside His cross and looked 
into His empty tomb; he saw Him trans- 
figured on the mount, and listened to His 
words after He had risen from the dead; 
he saw Him live the life of God on earth; 
and then he said, ‘‘God is love.’’ 

This thought of God came from the very 
heart of Jesus, and John learned it from 
Him. The Greeks, who were worshippers 
of the beautiful, said, ‘‘God is beauty.’’ 
The Romans, who spent much time in war- 
fare, and boasted that the Roman eagles 
were never defeated, said, ‘‘God is 
strength.’’ The Jews, who had a high re- 
gard for Moses, the lawgiver, said, ‘‘God 
is law.’’? But John, who had laid his head 
on Jesus’ bosom and caught His spirit, 
said, ‘‘God is love.’’ 

Dr. Lyman Abbott said, ‘‘All God’s at- 
tributes are infections or phases of love. 
Love is not one of His attributes; it is all 
of them. His holiness is the wholeness of 
His love. His righteousness is the eternal 
conformity of His life to love. His justice 
is love looking out on the great mass of 
His creatures. His beneficience is love 
showing itself in deeds which we recog- 
nize as helpful. His pity is love toward 
the sorrowing. His merey is love toward 
the sinful. But whether He be merciful, 
or beneficient or just or righteous or holy, 
He is love.’’ 


Children sometimes wonder what God is 
like. A little girl who had been praying, 
was trying to picture to herself what 
Christ might be like. By and by she came 
to her mother with the question, ‘‘Is Jesus 
like anybody I know?’’ The question was 
not an unreasonable one, and it was one 
to which the child should have received 
the answer, ‘‘Yes.’’ Hvery true Christian 
ought to be an answer, in some sense at 
least to that question. 

John Greenleaf Whittier, the Quaker 
poet, had a different experience. When he 
was a little boy seven years old, his mother 
took him with her to visit a girl who had 
fallen and who was now very sick. Many 
of the people in the village did not go near 
the girl, but Whittier’s mother, who was a 
very kind-hearted Christian woman, did 
not allow prejudice to keep her away. 
Whittier never forgot how she spoke to the 
girl, calling her ‘‘my dear girl,’’ and how 
she gave her food and attended to her 
comfort. Long afterward, in relating this 
experience, he said: ‘‘ After awhile I went 
out of doors and looking up to the blue sky, 
I thought that the God who lived up there 
must be as good as my mother. If she was 
so helpful to wicked people, He could not 
be less kind. Since that time,’’ he added, 
‘<T have never doubted the ultimate good- 
ness of God and His loving purpose for 
the world.’’ 

Standing on the top of the Cheviot Hills, 
a little son’s hand closed in his, a father 
taught the measureless love of God. Point- 
ing northward over Scotland, then south- 
ward over England, then eastward over the 
German Ocean, then westward over hill 


GET SOMEBODY ELSE 


The Lord had a job for me, 
But I had so much to do; 

I said. ‘‘You get somebody else, 
Or wait till I get through.’’ 


I don’t know how the Lord came out, 
But He seemed to get along; 

But I felt kind ’o sneakin’ like, 
Knowed I’d done God wrong. 


One day I needed the Lord, 
Needed Him right away; 

But He never answered me at all, 
And I could hear Him say, 


Down in My accusing heart, 
**T’ve got too much to do; 
You get somebody else, 
Or wait till I get through.’’ 


Now when the Lord has a job for me, 
I never tries to shirk; 

I drops whatever I have in hand, 
And does the good Lord’s work. 


My own affairs can run along, 
Or wait till I get through; 
Nobody else can do the work 
The Lord has laid out for YOU. 


—Paul Lawrence Dunbar. 


and dale, and then, sweeping his hand and 
his eye round the whole eireling horizon, 
he said, ‘‘Johnny, my boy, God’s love is 
as big as all that!’’ ‘‘Why, father,’’ the 
boy cheerily replied, with sparkling eyes, 
‘then he must be in the middle of it.’’ 

Rev. J. R. Miller, who has written a 
number of devotional books, says: ‘‘If an 
angel were to fly swiftly over the earth 
on a summer evening while the pearly dew 
of heaven rested on the flowers; and go 
into every garden, the king’s, the rich 
man’s, the peasant’s, the child’s, and were 
to bring from each one the choicest, love- 
liest, sweetest flower that blooms in each, 
and gather them all into one cluster in his 
radiant hand, what a beautiful bouquet it 
would be! And if an angel were to fly 
swiftly all over the earth, into every sweet 
and holy home, into every spot where one 
heart yearns over another, and were to 
take out of every father’s heart, and 
every mother’s heart, and out of every 
heart that loves, its holiest flower of 
affection, and gather all into one cluster, 
what a blessed love-garland would his eyes 
behold! What a holy love would this ag- 
gregation of all earth’s loves be. Yet in- 
finitely sweeter and holier than this group- 
ing of all earth’s holiest affections, is the 
love that fills the heart of our Father in 
heaven.’’ 


St. Paul offers a beautiful prayer in his 
letter to the Ephesians, asking God ‘‘that 
He would grant you, according to the 
riches of His glory, that ye may be 
strengthened through His Spirit in the in- 
ward man; that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith; to the end that ye, 
being rooted and rounded in love, may be 
strong to apprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height 
and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, that ye may be 
filled unto all the fulness of God. We are 
told by Dr. R. A. Torrey that when Dwight 
L. Moody built his tabernacle in Chicago, 
he was so anxious that every one that 
came there should learn one truth, namely, 
that ‘God is love,’’ and so fearful that 


some day some preacher might stand in the. 


pulpit and forget to tell the people that 
God is love, that he had these three words 
put into gas jets over the pulpit. So every 
night when the gas was lighted, there it 
blazed away over the preacher’s head, 
“God is love.’’? Whether the preacher told 
it to the people or not, they could see it 
for themselves in letters of fire. 


One night the tabernacle was lighted, 
but the people had not yet gathered for 
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the evening service. A poor drunkard com- 
ing up the street saw the door a little ajar 
and saw the light, and then stumbled up 
the steps hoping to find warmth and cheer 
within. As he pushed the door a little 
wider, his attention was directed to the 
sentence in the letters of fire above the 
pulpit, ‘‘God is love.’’ He turned away, 
pulled the door to, went down the steps 
and went up the street muttering, ‘‘It is 
not so. That is not true. God is not love. 
If God were love, He would love me, and 
God does not love a miserable wretch like 
me. It is not true.’’ But all the time the 
words were burning down into his soul, 
‘God is love. God is love.’’ 

After a while he turned about and re- 
traced his steps, entered the Church again, 
and took a seat behind the stove over in 
a corner. The people gathered and Mr. 
Moody ascended the platform and began 
to preach. All the time that Mr. Moody 
preached, the man was weeping in the 
corner. Mr. Moody’s quick eye caught 
sight of him, and at the close of the ser- 
vice he hurried to him and sat beside him. 
‘¢What are you crying about, my friend?’’ 
he said gently. ‘‘What was in the sermon 
that touched you?’? The man replied, 
‘‘There was nothing in the sermon that 
touched me. I did not hear a word of your 
sermon.’’ ‘Well, what was it then that 
touched you?’’ asked Mr. Moody. ‘‘That 
sentence,’’? pointing to the words in fire, 
“‘that sentence, ‘God is love.’’’ Mr. 
Moody opened the Bible and showed the 
man from the Bible how God loved him, 
and how Jesus was an all-sufficient Saviour 
for all who take Him. The man listened 
and accepted Christ, and went away that 
night a saved man. 


‘*T’m afraid you went to sleep during 
that learned discourse,’’ said the woman 
with a strong sense of duty. ‘‘Yes,’’ re- 
plied her husband; ‘‘when it started I was 
afraid I wouldn’t.’’ 


SO SAY WE ALL 


‘Now, this here Lindy,’’ remarked 
Uncle Dick, ‘‘he’s a mighty good boy all 
right, and he’s got away with a lot of 
trans-ocean and trans-continental flights 
without gettin’ a bit puffed up about it. 
But we ain’t got many Lindy’s in the 
risin’ generation, and I’m in favor of 
keeping the ones we have down with us. 
I’d rather hear Lindy over the radio oc- 
casionally than havin’ him drop ultimate- 
ly on some furrin’ mountain peak.’’ 


‘WHO WATCHES YOU? 


Two small boys were walking along a 
path near a railroad, and one of them 
wanted to walk on the track. But when 
he first thought of it he said: ‘‘I guess I 
won’t now. If my mother should look out 
of the window she’d see me, and she 
doesn’t like me to walk on the track.’’ 

After a while a hillock shut them from 
view of the houses. 

““Now we can walk on the track,’’ cried 
the boy, ‘‘Come on, Joe.’’ 

“*T guess I don’t want to,’’ said Joe. 

‘Ah, come on, your mother can’t see 
you.’’ 

“*T guess I don’t want to, anyway.’’ 

Then a lady who was walking behind 
them smiled at Joe, and said, ‘‘Who 
watches you, laddie! ’’ 

““Why, I guess I watch myself, ma’am. 
Mother says if I don’t I won’t behave 
very well, ’cause other folks can’t watch 
me all the time,’’ 

Wise little Joe, who had learned to 
watch himself and see that he did the right 
thing whether mother or father or teacher 
could see or not! He will come out all 
right, where the fellow that needs watch- 
ing will get into all sorts of trouble. 

Who is watching you, boys? Have you 
learned to stand guard over yourself?— 
Christian Observer. 
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Spivvins was attending his first opera 
and was puzzled. 

**Ts she singing in English?’’ he whis- 
pered to his neighbor. 

‘How do you expect me to tell?’’ de- 
manded the old-timer. ‘‘She’s a soprano.’’ 
—American Legion Monthly. 


Bible Thought This Week 


ROAD TO TRUE RICHES: 

—Seek ye first the kingdom 

of God, and His righteousness; and all 

these things shall be added unto you.— 
Matt. 6:33. 


RED BIRD 


He starts to sing in the early spring, 

And he sings the summer thru, 

In the various trees among the 
leaves 

He sings his songs for you. 


He’s usually high up toward the sky 
In the topmost branch of the tree, 
He sings up there when the weather’s 


fair 
His songs of melody. 


The golden beams of light, it seems, 

Take all his sleep away, 

He has no fear to whistle ‘‘good 
cheer’’ 

And cares not what you say. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


Family Altar Column 


Dr, Frank Grether 
; March 12-18. 

Thought: ‘‘Create in me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me.*2) Pssp1e10: 

Memory Hymn: ‘‘Sweet the Moments, 
Rich in Blessing.’’ 


March 12, Monday—Jesus Teaches Sin- 
cerity. Mark 7:1-13. 


To set traditions of men above the law 
of God is to make a mockery of religion; 
and still more so when you find means of 
circumventing the law of God and salving 
your conscience with the ointment of self- 
invented piety. To pour water over your 
grimy hands before praying, to rinse your 
kettles, pitchers and cups, to jump into a 
cistern, duck under the water and scramble 
out again as fast as you can, is not condu- 
cive even to sanitary cleanliness. But to 
bind such customs on men’s consciences as 
legally required observances of religion is 
to turn religion inside out. The sincere 
and pure mind is vastly more important 
than clean cups and hands. To set aside 
a portion of your income for the Lord and 
the advancement of His kingdom He justly 
requires of you; but to dedicate to the 
Lord what in filial obedience you owe to 
your aged father or infirm mother and get 
away with it by calling the offering Cor- 
ban, and, doing so, to trample under foot 
the commandment of God to honor your 
father and mother—is a sin. Yet the 
Pharisees sanctioned this sin; yea more, 
after a man had been induced to make 
such a vow ‘‘they would not suffer him to — 


do aught for his father or his mother.’? 


Prayer: Create in me a clean heart, O 
God. Impart to us the Spirit of adoption 
and free us from the spirit of bonda 
again to fear. We thank Thee that | 
Thy Son Thou hast made us free i 
O help us to mind the things of the 
that we may have life abundantly + 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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March 13, Tuesday—Jesus Emphasizes the 
Inner Life. Mark 7.14-23. 

Man is fearfully and. wonderfully made. 
His body is able to assimilate almost any 
kind of food. ‘‘Every creature of God is 
good, and nothing to be refused, if it be 
received with thanksgiving; for it is sanc- 
tified by the word of God and prayer.’’ 
Not what we touch and handle is going to 
defile us. So Jesus teaches us, and so 
Paul, when he asks the Colossians why 
they are subject to ordinances ‘‘Taste not, 
handle not, after the commandments and 
‘doctrines of men.’’ Nothing from without 
a man, entering into him, can defile him; 
but the things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile him. The focus 
of infection is the heart. What a brood of 
evil thoughts emanating from the heart 
Jesus enumerates! ‘‘Is it I, Lord?’’ Is 
it possible that such things, so defiling, are 
lurking in my heart? 

Prayer: O God, who can understand his 
errors? Cleanse Thou me from secret 
faults. Keep back Thy servant also from 
presumptuous sins. Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my Redeemer. Amen. 


March 14, Wednesday—Jesus Condemns 
Hypocrisy. Matthew 6:1-7. 

Righteousness is based on three relation- 
ships: to God, to our fellowman, to our- 
selves; and these three relationships find 
expression in prayer, in alms, and in fast- 
ing. In all three, however, our eyes are 
turned to God to find favor in His sight. 
‘‘Take heed not to do your righteousness 
before men. To pray, to give alms, to fast 
for the purpose of making a show before 
men is rank hypocrisy.’’? When the publi- 
ean stood abashed and prayed, ‘‘God be 
merciful te me the sinner,’’ he thought the 
proud Pharisee with his ability to say, 
*¢Thank God,’’ was a better man than he. 
Him the Pharisee could deceive, but he 
could not deceive God. ‘‘ Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in His 
sight, but all things are naked and opened 
to the eyes of Him with whom we have to 
do.’’ 

Prayer: (Ps. 139.) O Lord, Thou hast 
searched me and known me. Thou knowest 
my down-sitting and mine uprising, Thou 
understandest my thoughts afar off. There 
is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, Lord, 
Thou knowest it altogether. Search me, 
O God, and know my heart: try me and 
‘know my thoughts: and see if there be 
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting. Amen. 


March 15, Thursday—Corrupt Worship Re- 
buked. John 3:13-22. 

My house shall be ealled of all nations 
the house of prayer. But what did the na- 
tions find on entering the precincts of the 
temple? Merchants, money brokers, oxen, 
sheep, doves, chaffering, taking of profit 
and exchange, all the noise and hubbub of 
‘an oriental market in the very halls that 
surrounded the sanctuary. How could any 
one pray there? Convenience, gentlemen, 
convenience. We make it handy for the 
worshippers coming from a distance to 
turn their foreign coin into shekels, and to 
buy the victims for their sacrifices. ‘‘The 
zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up.’’ 
Like a hurricane from the Almighty Jesus 
swept through those halls. ‘‘Make not My 
Father’s house a house of merchandise.’’ 
Does the multiplication table ever follow 
you into the house of God? 

Prayer: O holy God, purge all evil in- 
clinations from our hearts, and from our 
minds all vain thoughts, and sanctify us 
by Thy Holy Spirit that we may always 
worship Thee in spirit and in truth. Sane- 
tify Thy Church, that it may be holy and 
without blemish, a temple of the living 
God. Amen. 


March 16, Friday—Sincerity of Character 
Rewarded. Matthew 25:31-40. 


When the Lord comes He will bring to 


light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the 
heart; and then shall every man have 
praise of God (I Cor. 4:5). Then our con- 
duct will be weighed in the balance of 
God. They that are quiet in the land, and 
in all humility have had manifested their 
love of the Lord by feeding the hungry 
and clothing the naked, shall not be 
abashed at the sight of His glory and of 
the holy angels surrounding His throne of 
glory; but they will be surprised to hear 
the welcome He accords them, ‘‘Come, ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world.’’ Why, they cannot remember 
that they ever saw Him in the flesh, or 
ministered unto Him! But our Lord has 
His Vicar on earth, nor is he enthroned on 
the city of the seven hills. He is the 
needy brother. Ministering unto this 
brother you are ministering unto the Lord. 
‘“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy. Be ye therefore merciful, 
as your Father also is merciful. Oh, let 
us never forget the millions whose misery 
is crying to Heaven for relief! 

Prayer: O Lord, who may abide the day 
of Thy coming? May we not tremble with 
fear in that awful day, but lift up our 
heads with joy because our redemption 
draweth nigh. While we tarry till Thou 
comest, may Thy love constrain us to love 
others and share with them the good 
things of Thy house. Amen. 


March 17, Saturday—Genuine Friendship 
Rewarded. Matthew 26:6-13. 

Nothing too precious for Jesus. He 
loved us and gave Himself for us, why 
should we not give Him the best we have, 
yea, all we have? ‘‘To what purpose this 
waste?’’ said Judas, and the other disci- 
ples chimed in. But Jesus took the wo- 
man’s part, ‘‘She hath wrought a good 
work upon Me.’’ What even His disciples 
despite His clearest teaching failed to un- 
derstand, this woman had grasped, or at 
least by her womanly intuition had fore- 
seen—His impending death. ‘‘For in that 
she hath poured this ointment on My body, 
she did it for My burial.’’ This act of devo- 
tion and love, as Jesus foretold at the 
time, has made this Mary known through- 
out Christianity. You and I are thinking 
of her now. She has given us a noble ex- 
ample of the courage of faith and of the 
gratitude of love. Let us have courage to 
confess our Savior before all the world, as 
she did by her act of devotion before the 
indignant disciples; and let us consider 
Him worthy of the most precious gifts we 
can offer. 

Prayer: Lord, we love Thee, for Thou 
hast first loved us. Forgive us that pe- 
nuriousness which tempts and urges us to 
withhold our offerings of affection from 
Thee. Let Thy love constrain us to serve 
Thee all the days of our life as best we 
ean, and finally reward us with the sight 
of Thy glory. Amen. 


March 18, Sunday—The Sincere Worship- 
per. Psalm 24:1-6. 

How can we receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteouness from the God 
of our salvation, if we stand in His holy 
place with unclean hands and impure 
hearts? Can we hide our inquities from 
Him who has eyes like a flame of fire? 
The Seraphim cover their faces at the 
sight of His glory, and shall we venture 
into His presence with pride and hypocrisy 
in our hearts? God resisteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble. ‘‘Now, 
therefore, fear the Lord, and serve Him in 
sincerity and truth.’’ Beware of the 
double life. ‘‘If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him, and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie, and do not do the truth.’’ 
The camera tells no lie: it shows you just 
as you are, all the wrinkles, spots and 
blemishes. The Bible is our camera. It 
will never flatter us. It pictures all of us 


as lost sinners far from the covenant of 
God. But through Jesus, our Savior, we 
have been brought very nigh. But for 
Him we could never come to God; but He 
is the mercy seat. Let us, therefore, come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. 

Prayer: Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to Thy loving kindness: accord- 
ing unto the multitude of Thy tender mer- 
cies blot out my transgression. Look not 
upon me in my sinfulness to call me into 
judgment, but hear the intercession of my 
Advocate and Redeemer. For His sake 
accept the offering of my lips on this Thy 
Sabbath day. Amen. 


THERE’S SOMETHING TO IT AT 
THAT! 


‘ ?? remarked Unele Charles, men- 
tioning a certain make of car that retails 
at a popular price, ‘‘is a vehicle operated 
by a man too proud to drive a Ford, and 
without enough money to buy an automo- 
bile. ’’—Ex. 


oe 


When Sunday Comes 


By John Andrew Holmes 


The Social Gospel means that we 
are not to be content with paganism 
by wholesale, merely tempered with 
Christianity at retail. 


AN ODE 
To Col. Charles A. Lindbergh 
By the Rev. Geo. A. Whitmore 


What secret is this, reveal’d in human 
events, 

Gloriously manifesting God’s Providence? 

Behold! It is of such sequence, that man 
may know 

What God has planned upon him to be- 
stow, 

In solving all the riddles of this fretful 
age; 

That, through faith, he may find his truest 
heritage. 

While trusting God, he traverses both land 
and sea, 

Explaining God’s watchful care for human 
destiny. 

May ‘‘Lindy’s’’ courage, born of Mother’s 
love and eare, 

The heritage be of all those who fly the 


air: 

That they tempt not God with unholy am- 
bition, 

To win honors for themselves or their own 
nation— 


For the chief end of man is to glorify God; 

While those who, without a vision, may 
think it odd. 

Millions acclaim 
choice Son 

For victories under God for great achieve- 
ments won. 

God moves in a secret way, His wond- 
ers to show 

How men and nations, long separated, may 


honors for America’s 


know 

That love is portrayed by a singe instru- 
ment 

Whose life testifies that God is Omnipo- 
tent; 

For in Him we live and move and have 
our being— 

Earth, sea and air are in our Father’s 
keeping. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


For the very first time in our Birthday 
Club life, we’re having a story,—a con- 


al 
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tinued story in our ‘‘colymn.’’? It has a 


Christmas-y title, ‘‘How Christmas Came 
to a Chinese Family,’’ but your Birthday 
Lady can’t wait until December to print 
it. And the nicest part about it all is that 
the author is one of our own Birthday 
Club girls. Her name’s Mary Beck and 
she’s only eleven. She’s a twin, too, and 
has lived years and years in China. Her 
father and mother are the Rev. and Mrs. 
Edwin Beck, of Yochow City, Hunan, 
China. Here’s her story: 


‘‘How Christmas Came to a Chinese 
Family’’ 
By Mary Beck 

‘¢What’s this? It looks like one of those 
things the foreign devils call a book-thing. 
I wonder what it says. I do believe the 
master’s boy is nice; he looks to be my 
age.’’ Now don’t think he was talking 
plain English because you are very, much 
mistaken if you do; for to hear him talk 
would make you have a very puzzled look 
on your face and maybe your head would 
swim to hear him, because he talks very 
much faster than you ever dreamed any- 
body could. ‘‘I will try to get acquainted 


with him because he talks our language. 


Ah, I have an idea! I will teach him to 
read and write our characters if he. will 
teach me to do the same thing in his 
language! For I will take this thing home 
and keep it. What funny writing this is. 
Why, here, what is this? A crowd. of 
schoolboys! Oh, dear, Mamma said to hurry 
home after the work was done. Let’s see, 
where can I hide this so that she can’t find 
it? Ah, of course, I can get hay some- 
WHeLG ANG). care os 7? but he did not get 
through; for right before his very nose 
was a Sunday School card which the little 
boys and girls of the Chinese missionaries 
get every Sunday. On it was a picture of 
a lot of men and an angel and a star above 
them all, Under it was a verse in Chinese 
and English. This is what he read, ‘‘And 
the angel of the Lord said unto them, 
‘Fear not, for I bring you tidings of great 
joy which shall be unto all people; for unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour who is Christ the Lord.’ ’’? Dsen 
Bow,—for that was his name—was not 


Miss Mary Beck 


aware of a pair of dark blue eyes peeping 
anxiously out of the brush, for the owner 
of the eyes was a boy of Dsen Bow’s age. 
Robert was his name. Robert had hurried 
home from Sunday School the day previous 
because the Sunday School teacher had 
given him the extra cards. That morning, 
bright and early, the amah (that means 
nurse), woke him up early as he had asked 


her to do. She gave him a eup of boiled 
milk and a nice bowl of hot porridge. Off 
he went before the streets were crowded. 
His first card was picked up by a man,— 
a eoolie; his second was picked up by 
Dsen Bow. Dsen Bow put the card in the 
book and finished his sentence out loud, 
‘*Yes, I will get some hay, somewhere, 
hide the book in it and say I am going to 
give it to the chickens. After that I will 
put the book and all in the chicken nest, 
put a double packing of hay with the book 
in between them,’’ 

Watch for Part Two next week. 

P. S— ‘Will you send me about 50 
Birthday Club ecards? My little girl wants 
to be my secretary to look after the Birth- 
day Clubbers in our charge.’’—Rev, E, M. 
Sando. That’s the kind of post ecard your 
Birthday Lady likes to get. Preacher San- 
do’s ‘‘little girl’ is Martha. She doesn’t 
live very far from the Pigeon Hills. She 
has two big brothers,—one in High School 
and the other at Ursinus. She’s going to 
college, too, some day. 


ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S 
‘*STINGS’’ 


1, Resting; 2, Feasting; 3, Dusting; 4, 
Roasting; 5, Jesting; 6, Boasting; 7, Rust- 
ing; 8, Toasting; 9, Interesting; 10, Trust- 
ing. 


A FAMILY OF CATS 


A eat in the library. 

A eat that can fly. 

A eat that slowly crawls. 
A cat that plays ball. 

A eat allowed on the table. 
A eat lives in the water. 
A cat that asks questions. 
8. A eat made into tea. 


9, A cat that serves dinners. 
10. <A falling-water cat. 
11. A tree eat. 
12. A cat under the ground, 
13. A cat that means disaster. 
14. <A real wild eat. 
15. <A stone-hurling cat. 

A 


fruit-vine cat. 
17. A lot of cats wearing horns. 
18. A cat’s song by night. 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


Harry F. Sinelair, head of the oil inter- 
ests that bear his name; Henry Mason 
Day, Vice-President of the Sinclair Ex- 
ploration Company; William J. Burns, the 
New York private detective; and the lat- 
ter’s son, W. Sherman Burns, active head 
of the W. J. Burns Detective Agency, have 
been judged guilty of criminal contempt 
of the Supreme Court of the District of 
Columbia for the trailing of jurors. Mr. 
Sinclair was sentenced to 6 months, Mr. 
Day 4 months and Mr. Burns 15 days in 
the District jail. Young Burns was given 
a fine of $1,000. 


Twenty-five nations are represented at 
the fair which was opened in Leipsic, Ger- 
many, on March 4. There was an enlarged 
representation from the United States 
fostered by the Department of Commerce. 

Flying a big Douglass mail plane ahead 
of schedule, Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh 
landed at Lambert-St. Louis Field at 9 A. 
M. Feb. 21, completing a round trip over 
his old air-mail route between St. Louis 
and Chicago in an effort to advertise the 
postal air service. From St. Louis alone 
the Colonel and 5 other fliers carried 1,997 
pounds and ten ounces of mail matter. 


President Coolidge honored the memory 
of Washington by going to Alexandria, 
Va., Feb. 22 on the Mayflower, where he 
received Federal and State dignitaries and 
reviewed the parade of military and patri- 
otie organizations. Mrs. Coolidge did not 
make the trip on account of convalescing 
from a cold. 

Italy’s population increased 444,000 in 
1927 and 409,000 in 1926 according to a 
bulletin of the Central Statistical Insti- 
tute. 


A gift of $185,000 for a memorial library 
for Sweet Briar College, a women’s educa- 
tional institution, situated in the foothills 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains at Sweet 
Briar, Va., has been recently announced. 

After studying the financial situation of 
Portugal, the members of the League of 
Nation’s Commission of Inquiry have left 
Lisbon for Geneva. It is expected that 
they will recommend a loan of £12,000,000 
be granted to the Portuguese Government 
for constructive improvements and for 
stabilizing the currency. It will be similar 
in most respects to the other reconstruc- 
tion plans which the League has already 
undertaken. 


President Coolidge has made it. known 
that he would not actively oppose a plan 
to-have the Federal Government assume at- 
least the entire first costs of flood control 
for the lower Mississippi Valley, with a 
commission to determine later if the Goy- 
ernment should continue to foot the whole ~ 
pill. 

The President has signed the bill author- 
izing an additional $100,000,000 for post. 
office and Federal buildings throughout the - 
United States. It inereases by $100,000,- 
000 the $165,000,000 appropriation voted 
last session for Federal buildings. . 

Nazareth was among the many cities 
which suffered from 2 earthquake shocks, 
which rocked Palestine Feb. 22. In Jeru- 
salem the Government House on the Mount 
of Olives, which suffered in the earthquake 
of last July, was again damaged. Every-- 
where many houses, including municipal 
and government buildings, were damaged. 
No casualties have been reported. 

Fifteen cruisers and one aireraft carrier, 
involving a total expenditure of $274,000,- 
000, comprise the naval building program 
agreed on Feb. 23 by the House Committee 
on Naval Affairs, instead of the Wilbur 
program, approved by President Coolidge, 
of seventy-one ships, including four types: 
oe eine eraft, to cost close to $800,000,- 
000. 

Six men held up a Grand. Trunk train © 
in the southwestern outskirts of Chicago 
Feb. 25, dynamited the mail car and es-— 
caped with $133,000 being sent from two 
Chicago banks to two banks in Harvey; Ill. 


There was an identical scene of a hold-up . “a 
last year at the same spot and the same  _ 


— 
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amount of cash was taken. 
later the robbers were caught. 

Last year’s birth rate in England was 
the lowest on record and the rate is still 
falling. Figures for the last three months 
of 1927 show that births registered cor- 
respond to an annual rate of 15.4 per 10,- 
000, which is 1.3 below that recorded in 
the corresponding quarter of the previous 
year. 

Boston was host to 15,000 educators from 
all sections of the United States the last 
week of February at the National Educa- 
tion Association meeting. 

Tel Aviv, Palestine, was the occasion 
Feb. 2 of the laying of the corner-stone of 
the Nathan and Lina Straus Health Cen- 
tre, and also the eightieth birthday of the 
philanthropist. Less than a year ago cere- 
monies of a similar nature were held in 
Jerusalem, with Mr. Straus himself pres- 
ent, when the corner-stone was laid for a 
health centre, also donated by him. Con- 
struction work on this building is pro- 
gressing rapidly. 

The Republic of Esthonia celebrated the 
10th anniversary of its independence Feb. 
24, Many things have occurred ‘in that 
small Baltie State since 1918, but the most 
important, it is said, to the Esthonians is 
that their country has established itself 
firmly among the nations of the earth. In 
1921 Esthonia became a member of the 
League of Nations, and by the end of 1922, 
it was recognized by the entire world, the 
recognition of the United States occurring 
on July 28, 1922. 

A delegation of 500 Hungarians is com- 
ing from Budapest to take part in the un- 
veiling of a statue of Louis Kossuth, Hun- 
garian patriot and statesman, in New 
York City March 15. The bronze figure, of 
which Louis Horvay is the sculptor, is a 
gift to the people of the United States by 
the Hungarians of this country. 

The new Japanese Diet, it is said, is 
among the most highly educated elected as- 
semblies in the world. Of its 466 members, 
318 belong to professional classes, 243 were 
graduated from univeristies and 75 from 
special colleges. ‘ 

General Robert E. Lee’s statue, a part 
of the Stone Mountain memorial, at At- 
lanta, Georgia, will be unveiled April 9. 
The equestrian statue, 130 feet from the 
General’s head to the horse’s hoofs, is the 
largest in history. The Governors of all 
the States will be invited to the ceremony. 

American foreign investments at the 
close of last year amounted to approxi- 
mately $14,500,000,000, not including the 
so-called political obligations of the 
United States Government, according to a 
compilation in a report published by the 
Foreign Policy Association of New York. 

The marriage and divorce statistics of 
Moscow for 1927 show a fraction under 
4 divorcees for every 5 marriages. The 
figures for Jan., 1928, are almost exactly 
4 to 5. Other large industrial centers of 
Russia offer a like condition. 

‘The largest aeronautical beacon in the 
world is to be placed on a 1,320-foot tower 
in the Loop district of Chicago, according 
to announcement recently. The power 
plant, tower and installation of the light 
will cost about $2,000,000. 

Harry Brooks, the pilot who took Mrs. 
Lindbergh recently to Mexico from De- 
troit, was drowned when his ill-fated Ford 
plane crashed into the sea near Melbourne, 
Fla., Feb. 25. He was attempting a flight 
from Titusville to Fort Meyers, Fla., when 
the plane took the fatal nose dive. 

Mrs. Gifford Pinchot, wife of Pennsyl- 
vania’s former governor, has announced 
her candidacy for the Republican Congres- 
sional nomination in the 15th Pennsylvania 
district. She set herself a platform of 
farm relief and prohibition. 

Prince Lichnowski. former German Am- 
bassador to Great Britain, died of apo- 
plexy Feb. 27 at his castle at Kuchelna. 

President Coolidge in a proclamation 
made public Feb. 27 designated April 22-28 
as annual American Forest Week. 


A few days 


Prohibition forces gathered at Washing- 
ton. Feb. 27 in preparation of a new offen- 
sive in the drive for strong enforcement 
planks in 1928 platforms. More than 500 
dry leaders and many Congressmen at- 
tended. 

With Governor Alvan T. Fuller, of 
Massachusetts, and officers of the National 
Education Association, in convention at 
Boston, Mrs. Lindbergh greeted 1,200 dele- 
gates, members of the Legislature and the 
general public at a reception in the Hall 
of Flags. 

President Coolidge has submitted to the 
Senate revised figures for the ‘‘national 
origins’? basis on which immigration 
quotas would be founded July 1, 1928. The 
list calls for 153,685 a year. The total for 
Britain and Ulster has been cut, while 
that for the Free State has been increased. 
The former has been reduced 7,000. Ger- 
many gets about 1,400 more immigrants in 
the revised figures. The Seandinavian im- 
migration has been slightly inereased, also 
that of Italy. 

A delegation representing the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America 
has urged President Coolidge to withhold 
his support from the proposed naval con- 
struction legislation, agreed to by the 
House Naval Affairs Committee, and urges 
further efforts toward limitation. 

The United States Navy dirigible Los 
Angeles made a 2,265-mile flight from 
Lakehurst to Panama in 39 hours and 45 
minutes. She left her base at Lakehurst 
Feb. 26, early in the morning. 

Miss Mabel Cratty, for the last 22 years 
General Secretary of the National Board, 
Young Women’s Christian Association, 
died in a New York Hospital Feb. 27 after 
a brief illness. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 
416 Schaff Bldg., Phila. 


The W. M.S. of Zion’s Church, Womels- 
dorf, Pa., celebrated its birthday by mak- 
ing the evening of Jan. 24 a gala occasion. 
Invitations, issued several weeks before 
the event, suggested that each one bring 
an inexpensive birthday gift for someone 
else. Because the evening was a very 
rainy one, the hostess proved doubly hos- 
pitable by sending her ear for all of the 
guests. Each present had been attractive- 
ly wrapped and was placed in a basket pro- 
vided for the purpose. Later this basket 
was passed and the guests chose a box. 
There was much merriment when the gifts 
were opened, some were very lovely and 
others exceedingly funny. After a num- 
ber of games were played, the hostess 
served delightful refreshments. A _ birth- 
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day party is always a memorable event and 
this one was no exception. 


A note in the columns of-one of the 
newspapers of Hanover, Pa., announces 
that the audience which gathered to ob- 
serve the World Day of Prayer filled the 
lecture room to overflowing. This was a 
community observance conducted under the 
auspices of the Missionary Societies. Seven 
Churches were represented by those who 
participated in the program. Among the 
names mentioned were Mrs. Emory Renoll, 
Trinity Church; Mrs. Abner S. DeChant, 
Emmanuel Church; and Mrs, Frank 
Bromer, Grace Church. 


“CHRIST OF THE INDIAN ROAD”? 
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The monthly meeting of the W. M.S. of 
the Glade Church, Walkersville, Md., was 
held at the home of Miss Eddie Routzahn, 
on Thursday evening, Feb. 23. The society 
is studying ‘‘A Straight Way Toward To- 
morrow,’’ by Mary Schauffler Platt. Dur- 
ing the meeting, the Secretary of Life 
Members and Members in Memoriam, Mrs. 
Mary Fulton, announced that Mrs. David 
Cramer and Mrs. Harlon Summers had 
been made life members of the Classical 
Society, memberships having been con- 
ferred by their husbands. 


The W. M. S. of St. John’s Church, 
Woodsboro, Md., of which Miss Nan Shaw 
is President, will entertain the W. M. S. 
of Maryland Classis when it meets in an- 
nual session, March 28-29. 


The Mission Band Friendships are meet- 
ing with the approval of the children 
everywhere. Miss Alice I. Good, of 
Waynesboro, Pa., says: ‘‘On Saturday 
morning I received 25 Thank-Offering 
boxes for our M. B., and I want to say that 
they are the most attractive boxes I have 
ever seen. Our boys and girls were wild 
with delight when they saw the ‘set-up’ 
box. I’m certain every child will be happy 
to thank God for his blessings in such a 
dainty, attractive box. The inscriptions 
strongly appeal to the child mind.’’ 


Norristown, Pa., had two interdenomi- 
national observances of the Day of Prayer. 
The Churches in the west end held a ser- 
vice in Christ Reformed Church and the 
down-town Churches assembled in Ascen- 
sion Church. The latter service was inter- 
racial as well as interdenominational and 
the 75 who were present represented 10 
Churches. Both services were sponsored 
by the missionary societies of the hostess 
Churches co-operating with similar organ- 
izations in the other Churches. 


Notes From Bethel Reformed Commun- 
ity Center: The Hebrew and Yiddish 
signs in the windows continue to be silent 
preachers to many who pass by. Almost 
any hour of the day or night, men, women 
and children may be seen reading the 
signs which contain: the Prophesy in 
Isaiah 53; the Challenge, ‘‘ You Are a Jew, 
You Should Know Who is Your Messiah;’’ 
the Invitation, ‘‘Today if You Hear His 
Voice Harden Not Your Heart;’’ and the 
Assurance, ‘‘Jesus the Messiah the King 
of the Jews, Blessed of All They Who Put 
Their Trust in Him.’’ These signs often 
open the way for very profitable inter- 
views with our Jewish friends. Recently 
in an auto supply store in West Phila., the 
superintendent was greeted, by one of the 
elerks, with a friendly smile and the ques- 
tion, ‘‘Are you still at Sixth and Hoff- 
man?’’ Then memory brought back to 
the superintendent a conversation with 
about a dozen Jewish young men outside 
of the center. The discussion, which had 
begun with an argument about some of the 


signs, continued until long past the mid- 
night hour. Many questions were asked 
and answered. Eternity will reveal the 
harvest of the spoken and the printed 
word. 


A WORD OF GREETING FROM GER- 
MANY 


The ‘‘Reformierte Kirechenzeitung’’ 
(Reformed Church paper), published in 
Elberfeld-Barmen, and now 78 years old, 
contained the following gracious words in 
its issue of Jan. 29: 

This year our sister Church paper, the 
““Reformed Church Messenger,’’ is privi- 
leged to look back over one hundred years 
of history. It began in November, 1827, 
under the title of ‘‘The Magazine of the 
Reformed Church.’’ Since 1864 the paper 
appears as ‘‘ Kirchenbote’’ (‘Church Mes- 
senger’’). We join the large company of 
those who are extending hearty greetings 
and a God-speed on the journey through 
the next century, in the hope that this 
paper may steadily increase its influence in 
preserving loyalty to the word of God and 
the genius of the Reformed Church in its 
search for truth. 

The Church papers of North America 
differ greatly from those of our own coun- 
try. We expect to find in a Church paper 
discussions of a theological nature, es- 
pecially if they are at all intelligible. 
Practical matters do not preempt the space. 
Over there the situation is entirely differ- 
ent. News of the Churches are much more 
numerous than here. The readers look for 
reports of congregations and mission festi- 
vals and the contributions received. Folks 
want to know what winter programs are 
being followed, or at least the programs 
for special occasions. Every issue contains 
personal notices, especially in case of the 
death of a faithful pastor or elder, when it 
is customary to insert an account of his 
life and work, together with an obituary 
notice. Very rarely does one find news of 
other denominations. On the other hand, 
there are thorough discussions of the pass- 
ages of Scripture upon which the Sunday 
School Lessons are based. Great value is 
placed upon the editorials. The present 
Editor of the ‘‘Reformed Church Messen- 
ger,’’ Dr. Paul Seibert Leinbach, is a real 
master in the art of presenting to his read- 
ers the important problems of the Church 
and cultural life in terse articles couched 
in epigrammatic style. One of the pecu- 
liarities of many American Church papers 
is ‘‘The Funny Bone,’’ devoted to all sorts 
of witticisms and popular jokes. In Amer- 
ica folks follow the advice of one of our 
editors long since deceased, the Rev. Mr. 
Calamimes: ‘‘Long articles may deter- 
mine public opinion, but the rest of the 
reading matter decides the cireulation.’’ 

One thing I am hoping for from our 
*“Reformed Church Messenger,’’? during 
the second century of its history, is, that 
it may bring about a closer relationship 
than has hitherto existed with the German 
Reformed Mother Church. 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo, F, Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 18, 1928. 
Jesus Teaches Sincerity 
Mark 7:1-23. 

Golden Text. Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of 
life. Proverbs 4:23. 

Lesson Outline: 1. Rites. 2. Religion. 

This lesson must be placed soon after the 
feeding of the multitude, near the end of 
Jesus’ Galilean ministry. It reports a 


meeting between Him and certain Phari- 
sees and scribes. These religious leaders 
regarded Jesus as a rival teacher without 
official authority. And His teaching seem- 


ed to them subversive of their faith, and | 


dangerous to the people. Hence they op- 
posed the Master from the very beginning. 
We have already studied several instances 
of their fanatical opposition. At one time 
they were shocked because the disciples 
disregarded Pharisaic facts, and, at an- 
other time, they accused them of breaking 
the Sabbath (Mark 2:18-28), But in every 
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instance Jesus met their criticism with un- 
answerable arguments. 

On this occasion these Jewish ecclesias- 
tics had come from Jerusalem with hostile 
intent. They sought conclusive evidence 
to convict Jesus of blasphemous heresy. 
They charged His disciples with wilful 
neglect of the traditional rites of purifiica- 
tion. To the Pharisees these rules and 
regulations concerning the washing of 
their hands before eating were sacred, but 
for the followers of Jesus they had become 
Without any positive com- 
mand from Him, apparently, they had dis- 
carded them as empty shells. The new life 
that was born in them required other 
forms, far more vital, for its adequate ex- 
pression. 

The reply of the Lord to this criticism 
of His disciples forms our lesson. It was 
sharp and clear. It made manifest the com- 
plete break between Him and the official 
teachers and interpreters of the Jewish re- 
ligion. It sets forth the wide gulf be- 
tween a religion of forms and a religion of 
life, 

I. Rites, vs. 1-13. Outward things, 
washings and ceremonies, were the subject 
of this debate. The merest mimicry of true 
religions, we say impatiently, as we read 
of this fanatical zeal for clean pots and 
cups and hands. But these ceremonies and 
rites were of the very essence of Judaism. 
Jesus was destroying the bulwark of faith 
and the foundation of religion, as they 
were understood by the Pharisees, when 
He countenanced the neglect of this sacred 
ritual. Our condemnation of these blind 
champions of dead formalism will be temp- 
ered by pity when we remember how easily 
and frequently, even today, conscientious 
men confound the forms of religion with 
its inner life, and how fanatically we 
cling to them. 

They were tremendously in earnest in 
the practice of their hollow faith, and, 
doubtless, the world owed much to their re- 
ligious zeal and self-sacrificing devotion. 
Nevertheless, their religion was a mere 
travesty. Clean hands were more import- 
ant than pure hearts. The Talmud con- 
tained one hundred and twenty-six chap- 
ters in ceremonial purity. They describe 
the required washing of hands and vessels 
at great length. The amount of water, the 
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proper vessels, the method of pouring were 
points of solemn significance, whose ne- 
glect was grievous sin. A great rabbi when 
in prison was once compelled to choose be- 
tween eating with unclean hands or eating 
without anything to drink, as the amount 
of water provided was insufficient for both 
purposes. He chose the latter, since the 
pangs of thirst were more endurable than 
the pain of a wounded conscience. So ex- 
travagant was their emphasis on the ex- 
ternal rites of religion, and so intense and 
loyal was their devotion to them. 

Therefore the Pharisees regarded the 
conduct of the disciples of Jesus with 
shocked indignation. These men, who had 
come under the influence of Jesus, ‘‘ate 
their bread with defiled, that is unwashen, 
hands.’’ They were destroying their souls 
and corrupting the people by their sacri- 
legious conduct. And these zealous de- 
votees of tradition naturally inferred that 
their Master was responsible for it. Hence 
they demanded an explanation from Jesus, 

And the reply of Jesus brings into clear 
light the most serious defect of a religious 
that consists merely of outward forms. 
Formalism crushes the spirit of religion. 
Ceremonies strangles its life. That was 
woefully true of Judaism in the time of 
Jesus. Religion was at low ebb, while 
ceremonialism was at full tide. Forms 
flourished, but piety perished. There was 
fasting and tithing and washing in plenty, 
but merey, justice, and all the weighty 
matters of the divine law were neglected. 
That was the gist of Jesus’ answer to His 
captious critics. 

First, He cited their own Scriptures, 
which they professed to hold sacred. They 
were like the people denounced by Isaiah, 
who worshiped God with their lips, but 
not with their heart (Isaiah 29:13). The 
precepts of men were holier to them than 
the demands of.God. And then the Master 
pressed home His indictment by citing a 
particularly flagrant example of their per- 
verted practices. There was the blessed 
privilege of children to care for their aged 
parents. It was emphatically stressed in 
the Mosaie law, ‘‘Honor thy father and 
thy mother.’’ This sacred precept was 
made void by the Pharisaic teaching that 
it was holier to pledge one’s property to 
ecclesiastical uses than to support one’s 
needy parents. Greedy children could 
dodge their filial obligations by claiming 
that their money was ‘‘Corban, that is to 
say, given to God.’’ That was the logical 
result of formalism. It exalted ceremonial 
laws and it disregarded the most funda- 
mental moral obligations. Voiding the 
divine precept and promise by ‘‘Corban’’ 
was only an extreme illustration of the 
effect of ritualistic religion. Jesus said, 
‘«And many such like things ye do.’’ 

We can understand the bitter scorn 
which our Lord heaped upon such unholy 
practices, parading under the name of re- 
ligion. ‘‘You hypocrites,’’ He called the 
blind ecclesiastics. And that harsh name 
fitted them exactly. It means ‘‘actors.’’ 
The Pharisees and scribes were like actors 
on a stage. They merely played at re- 
ligion. It was an empty show, without 
reality. 

II. Religion, vs. 14-23. Jesus did not 
convince nor convert the Pharisees. Re- 
proof and the wonder of His life had no 
effect upon them. They were the hopeless 
slaves of their tradition. But the Master 
had come to inaugurate a new era in re- 
ligion. His gospel exalted the inner life 
of religion above its outward forms. He 
founded the kingdom of God upon truth 
and love, and not upon rites and ceremon- 
ies. And so He turned from his hardened 
critics to the multitude to emancipate them 
from their soul-killing bondage to empty 
rites. 

He said unto them, ‘‘Hearken unto me 
everyone of you, and understand: There is 
nothing from without a man, that entering 
into him can defile him: but the things 
which come out of him, those are they that 
defile the man.’’ That, in a nut-shell, is 
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the principle of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. So radical and revolutionary was 
this principle that even His disciples 
were perplexed by it. Later, they asked 
Him to explain it. His explanation was 
couched in terms of those ceremonial rites 
which had been under discussion. In short 
it meant that religion is a matter of the 
heart and not of the washing of hands. 
Character counts with God, not ceremon- 
ies; righteousness, not ritual. The un- 
clean man is he whose heart is evil, rather 
than one who neglects ecclesiastical rules 
and regulations. The clean man is he 
whose heart is sincere and pure. 

Thus the Master stripped religion of all 
the trivial matters that burdened and 
crushed it. But well might He speak to 
us as He did to His perplexed disciples, 
“‘Are ye so without understanding also?’’ 
Men are slow to learn that most difficult 
lesson that religion is a life and not forms. 
Forms, of course, are necessary and im- 
portant. Just as the soul needs the body 
as a vehicle of expression, so the spirit of 
religion must become incarnate in outward 
forms. We have them today, just as the 
Pharisees did in Jesus’ time. The cere- 
monialism of Judaism has passed out of 
existence, but Christianity has ceremonies, 
rites, and ordinances of its own. They are 
not puerile mummeries, like the Rabbinical 
traditions, but they are mere forms never- 
theless. They may easily ‘‘corrupt men 
from the simplicity that is in Christ’? (2 
Cor. 11:3). They may become a cheap sub- 
stitute for that genuine goodness which is 
true religion. 

Therefore this lesson in ‘‘Sincerity’’ 
should lead us to a sober and serious con- 
sideration of our personal relation and 
attitude to the outer forms of our faith. 
We have creeds, liturgies, and polities— 
what do they signify? Are they the 
foundations of faith, or its external forms? 
We have the Bible, the Church, the Sacra- 
ments: are they ends in themselves or 
means for the expression and cultivation 
of the life of God in our souls and in our 
social relationships? 

There is only one final question to all 
these questions. Christ alone can test the 
Christian. And his one test is life, not 
forms. The true disciple is distinguished 
by nothing that is merely external, whe- 
ther it be clothes or creeds, symbols or 
sacraments. His one characteristic mark 
is the Christ-life. By that alone men may 
truly know that he is a disciple of Jesus. 
And the sincere Quaker, who seeks to re- 
turn to the simplicity of Christ by the 
abolition of all ecclesiastical rites and or- 
dinances, is more nearly right than the 
man who makes some outer form, whether 
liturgical or ecreedal, the criterion of true 
Christianity. But better than either of 
these extremes is the recognition of the 
true place and power of rites and forms 
in the Christian religion. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 18th—What Are the Real Values of 
Church Membership? Colossians 3:8-17. 


There are many who doubt the value of 
belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Only one-third of the human race is iden- 
tified with this great institution of our 
religion. Two-thirds of all the people in 
the world remain outside. There are doubt- 
less many reasons which could be given 
why so many people are still outside of this 
fellowship, but our subject relates to the 
reasons why one-third of the people of the 
world belong to the Church. By the 
Chureh, of course, we mean the Body of 
Christ, the organization which was founded 
by Christ Himself and by His Apostles, 
which is the organized institution of the 
Christian religion and which has persisted 
through the centuries from Christ to the 
present day. The Church is more than a 
human institution. It is, like Jesus Him- 
self, a divine human organization. It has 
a divine origin, it deals with divine reali- 
ties, with God and Christ and the Holy 
Spirit and the Sacraments, but it is com- 
posed of human beings—men and women 
and children with human imperfections. 
It is also a human organization and, there- 
fore, the Church has certain imperfections 
which pertain to humanity itself. Now, 
there are those who despise the Church be- 
cause they see in it only its failings and 
frailties. They see its divisions and its 
shortcomings. But the Church of Christ 
is still the purest and whitest thing on 
earth. It stands avowedly and definitely 
for religion and religion is the one great 
indispensable thing in human life. With- 
out the Church religion could not be main- 
tained for any length of time, just as edu- 
cation could not flourish in the land with- 
out the public schools. The Church enlists 
the largest number of followers of any or- 
ganization in the world. It is the most 
universal and democratic institution among 
men. It is gathered out of the whole hu- 
man race and overleaps national, racial, 
lingual, creedal and social barriers, 


Now, when an individual joins the 
Church he at once enters into vital rela- 
tion with all these, spiritual and temporal, 
these divine and human elements which 
constitute the Church of Jesus Christ. He 
comes into conscious relationship with God. 
While, of course, God can be realized in 
other ways, the easiest and most normal 
way of becoming conscious of His presence 
and power in the world is through the in- 
stitution which He, through Jesus Christ, 
established in the world. Church mem- 
bership exposes the soul to the highest and 
best things in the world. These are prin- 
cipally spiritual in character. The best 
things of life are not material blessings. 
They belong to the realm of the spiritual. - 
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The highest values of Church membership 


are things which are not seen and which 
cannot be handled, but are spiritual and 
are spiritually discerned. The Church has 
been called ‘‘the ground and the pillar of 


the truth’? and so Church membership in- 
troduces us at once into the great treasure 
house of truth. It puts at our disposal 
those resources which are beyond human 
value. Who can measure the significance 
of a proper conception of God or of Jesus 
Christ? Who can determine the value of 
the understanding of the plan and purpose 
of. God concerning His children? In this 
fellowship of His Church we are intro- 
duced to the richest and rarest experience 
of the saints of all ages. We become par- 
takers of their own experiences. We catch 
their vision. We sing their hymns. We 
listen to the word of truth as it is pro- 
claimed. To many people these spiritual 
values may have but little significance. 
But the trouble is that such people do not 
have the eyes to see nor the mind to un- 
derstand. These great realities are the 
things for which men in ages past laid 
down their lives. They counted all but 
dross in order that they might possess 
these real values of our religion. 


But there are other values of Church 
membership. There is the fellowship of 
believers. The Church is a society of the 
followers of Jesus Christ. It is the fellow- 
ship of believers. Here we find the finest 
and the highest relationships which this 
earth can furnish. The best people in the 
world are members of the Church. Church 
membership, therefore, introduces us into 
this glorious company and into this goodly 


fellowship. It enables us to do certain 
things © which we otherwise . might 
not be able to do. There are some 


things which we can do together far bet- 
ter than if each one tried independently 
of the other. The Apostle Paul says that 
we can ‘‘apprehend with all the saints.’’ 
That is, we get to understand truth better 
by looking at it in fellowship with each 
other. One individual may see only a 
segment of the truth, but all the saints 
unitedly approaching truth from different 
directions can come to an understanding 
of it in a way in which would otherwise 
be impossible. By Church membership we 
lock hands and hearts with our brothers in 
a common cause. The problems of the 
world are too great. The iniquity in the 
world is too strong for any one to combat 
the same by himself, but when we consti- 
tute a union of like-minded individuals, as 
Church membership inyolves, then we be- 
come effective in overthrowing the strong- 
holds of sin and establish the bulwarks of 
righteousness. 


In every community there are social, in- 
dustrial and political situations which 
need to be corrected. The members of the 
Church who are inspired by the highest 
ideals can unitedly bring influence to bear 
upon such conditions which will remedy 
the same and establish the Kingdom of 
God in. given communities. The 
same thing is true with reference to 
the extension of the Kingdom of 
God in the homeland and in foreign lands. 
It associates the individual with his breth- 
ren in extending the borders of Christ’s 
Kingdom. The fellowship of believers can 
do this far more effectively than an in- 
dividual acting upon his own initiative or 
his own resources. 


Church membership has values for the 
family as well as for the individual and 
the larger group. Children are more readily 
led into the fellowship of the Church if 
their parents already belong to the Church 
than when the case is otherwise. The 


‘ideals of one’s family, where its members 


belong to the Church are on a different 
plane from those where folks are not in- 
terested in the Church. The atmosphere 
seems to be different. There are those who 
say that they can maintain a high stand- 
ard of goodness without belonging to the 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
accredited by 
The State Department 
Wholesome Home and College Life on a 
beautiful 70-acre campus. Department of 
Religious Education and Social Service 
especially commended by our Church 

Leaders. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D., 
President 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy | 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 

Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
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supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A..M..Pd.D., 
Principal : 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Of forty colleges in North Carolina, 
Catawba’s physical equipment ranks 
among the first ten. 

There are larger faculties, but none 
stronger or better qualified than 
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Catawba is no longer a “small” college, 
but is rapidly approaching the necessity 
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Easily accessible location. 
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Write for catalog and view booklet. 


Church, but in the great majority of cases 
such people had pious parents and grand- 
parents who were faithful and loyal to the 
Church and they are simply living off the 
spiritual inheritance which they received 
from a godly parentage. In the majority 
of instances people who do not identify 
themselves with the Church find that they 
do not have as much of a spiritual legacy 
to bequeath to their children as they 
themselves received from their parents, 
and eventually the spiritual stock will die 
out. 


Some people hold aloof from the Church 
because they do not believe all that the 
Chureh teaches. They think that the 
Church is antiquated and no longer up-to- 
date in its teachings and in its methods, 
They say they believe in Christ, but not in 
the Church, Such people forget that Jesus 
went to Church regularly even though He 
did not accept all of the teachings and ap- 
prove all of the methods of the Church of 
His day. Such people ought always to stay 
in the Church and seek to reform the 
Church from within rather than eriticize 
it from without. No one would want to 
live in a community where the Church does 
not exist. Our life, our property would not 
be safe. The Church brings temporal and 
spiritual blessings which are beyond com- 
putation. 
but the Church will remain. It has values 
for this life and also for the life to come, 
It affords a field of service and assures 


rest and peace for those who are the real 


children of God. ; 


Other institutions come and go, 
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THE MINUTES OF ZION’S CLASSIS 


(Continued from Page 2) 

ception of great movements that have 
meant so much to our Church in later 
years; the cause of missions, the weekly 
prayer-meeting, and the Sunday School. 
One is also impressed with their careful 
regard for the Heidelberg Catechism, their 
righteous yet sympathetic indignation with 
the erring brother, and their prompt and 
fearless administration of merited disci- 
pline. Their endeavor to establish and 
maintain an educational institution and a 
theological seminary; their broad spirit of 
tolerance toward sister denomiantions, and 
their effort to effect organic union with the 
Lutheran Church, are evidence of the deep 
foundation of their faith in the intel- 
lectual and emotional value of the religion 
they professed. One senses also the vague 
and poorly defined field of their authority 
as an ecclesiastical body. There is an,evi- 
dent conflict between the functions of 
Classis and Synod. The Classis is clearly 
feeling out for its proper delimitations. 
Ministers appear and disappear with me- 
teorie swiftness and mystery, probably be- 
ing received and dismissed by the Synod. 
Pastoral - relations seem to have been 
feeble and fluid, especially in the: earlier 
period covered by these, records. 
appears also, in certain difficult situations, 
the consciousness of dependence upon the 
experience and maternal authority. of the 
Church in Europe. 

As ministers of the gospel, their educa- 
tional qualifications command our admira- 
tion. The scholarly and interesting L. L. 
Hinch, in some particulars, the aristocrat 
of Classis, was a product of the University 
of Halle, sent to America by the Synod of 
Holland in 1748. He preached in Mary- 
land and Adams Co., Pa., and attained the 
-age of 95. Ludwig Mayer, the first pro- 
fessor in the Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Chureh (1825-1837), was the au- 
thor of ‘‘Sin Against the Holy Ghost,’’ 
‘‘Leetures on Scriptural Subjects,’’ ‘‘ His- 
tory of the German Reformed Church; Vol. 
I.’’ John Ibaugh, native of York Co., Pa., 
preached in Carlisle 1819 to about 1835. 
He published ‘‘Heavenly Incense,’’ and 
*‘¢An English Version of Zollikoffer’s 
Prayer Book.’’ Several of the more fa- 
miliar names deserve mention, as, for in- 
stance, Daniel Ziegler, D. D., who devoted 
probably the whole of his ministerial life 
to York Co., Pa., and Samuel Gutilius, a 
household name to this day in York, Han- 
over, Gettysburg and other localities in 
Maryland and Pennsylvania, And, among 
the names of the elders, families still liy- 
-ing in the region of the original Zion’s 
Classis, will recognize certain of their own 
ancestors. 

It will be observed that some of the per- 
plexing difficulties that confront the 
Church today were already the problems 
of the fathers. Among these mention may 
be made of the scarcity of ministers, the 
large number of congregations without 
pastors and pastors without charge. How 
to meet and remedy these emergencies was 
to them, as to us, a matter for serious con- 
sideration. 


Hanover, Pa. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Christianity and Judaism Compare Notes. 
By Professors Harris Franklin Rall and 
Samuel §. Cohon. 132 pp., $2. Maemil- 
dans, Ni. Y. 

Dr. Rall, of Garrett Biblical Institute, 
was invited to give an account of his Chris- 
. tian faith before the faculty and students 
of the leading seminary of Reform Juda- 
ism. Likewise Dr. Cohon was asked to 
state his Jewish faith in a Christian 
school. In this book you have these illumi- 
nating statements, presented with mutual 
sympathy and regard, in a way that ought 


There, 


to promote understanding and good will. 
Professor Rall gives a concise and reward- 
ing apologetic, under the headings: The 
Christian Conviction, the Christian Way, 
and the Christian Hope. It deserves a wide 
reading. ——_ —P. 
Man and Message. The Samuel A. Crozer 
Lectures for 1926. By John Humpstone, 
D.D, 377 pp. $1.50. The Judson Press. 
In a series of lectures there are given in 
this book 10 character studies of eminent 
preachers, who in the history of Christian- 
ity, according to the author, ‘‘exemplify 
the chief principles of ministerial effici- 
ency.’’ The ministers, whose ministry is 
discussed in a most fascinating and dis- 
criminating way, are Athanaius, Ambrose, 
Chrysostom, Bernard of Clairvaux, Mas- 
sillon, Jeremy Taylor, Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon, Phillipps Brooks, Henry Ward 
Beecher and Frederick William Robertson. 
The author shows in a most interesting 
manner how every one of these famous 
preachers took a keen interest in the af- 
fairs of their day and by word and deed 
exercised a wholesome influence upon the 
people of their time. His aim, in which in 
our judgment, he splendidly succeeds, is 
rot to givé“the biography of these great 
Churehmen, but to set forth their notable 
attainments in some particular aspect of a 
minister’s task. This is a really worth- 
while book, not only for the ‘‘commencing 
preacher,’’ for whom the lectures were 
primarily intended, but for every minister 
of the: Word, who is eager to learn from 
the great preachers of all times, the sane 
and sound elements of ministerial effici- 
ency. —T. H. L. 


OBITUARY 


ELDER. GEORGE W. GEIST 
St. John’s Church, Martinsburg, Pa., suf- 


The New Freely-Lathering 


_ Citicura 
Shaving Stick 


For Tender Faces 
EMOLLIENT MEDICINAL ANTISEPTIC 


fered a distinct loss when on Feb, Ist, 
Elder George W. Geist passed into the 
Great Beyond, after several years of fail- 
ing health. He was born April 9, 1852, at 
Martinsburg, Pa. On June 16, 1881, he 
was united in marriage to Nannie J. Bol- 
ger, who survives him with the following 
children: Mrs. Robert Bonner, of Philadel- 
phia; G. Roy Geist, of Lancaster; and 
William P. Geist, of Martinsburg. One 
daughter died in infancy. 

Elder Geist was a life-long and devoted 
member of St. John’s Chureh, serving as 
elder for many years, in which office. he 
was active at the time of his death. The 
“*Reformed. Church Messenger’? was al- 
ways. in evidence in his home; and through 
his earnest perusal of it, he was ever well 
informed concerning the work of the 
Church at large. He was frequently in at- 
tendance at the sessions of the higher judi- 
catories. of the Church, serving at the 
time of his death on the Executive Com- 
mittee of Juniata Classis. As a Church- 
man he was truly an inspiring example. 
His faith could not be shaken, and his 
fidelity was unwavering. He gave with- 
out limit of his time, talents, strength and 
means to his Church. Throughout the 
sanetuary can be seen pieces of furniture 
which the hands of this skilled workman 
wrought. These evidences of his work- 
manship shall ever stand as monuments to 
this faithful servant of Christ. He gave 
unstintingly of his skill, time and service 
in the beautifying of God’s House. 
Funeral services were conducted by his 


BOOKS for EASTER and 
the LENTEN SEASON 


REDEMPTION 


An Anthology of the Cross 
Collected and Edited by 
Rev. GEORGE STEWART, Ph.D. 

This comprehensive anthology brings to- 
gether for the first time all the great poems 
of the ages dealing with Christ’s redemptive 
love. Together they form an exquisite record 
of divine faith, as it has persisted and grown 
through the centuries. Dr. Stewart shows 
great catholicity of taste, but at the same 
time he is finely discriminative. — fim 

“Redemption” belongs to the Christian’s li- 
brary as a constant source of inspiration, a 
paean of praise from the suprenie poets of 
the world. 

A volume of constant usefulness to preach- 
ers. 

328 pages. Octavo. Net, $3.00 

Other books by Dr. Stewart of particular 

interest and value for Lenten reading: 

THE INCARNATION IN OUR STREET 

THE CRUCIFIXION IN OUR STREET 

THE RESURRECTION IN OUR STREET 

GOD AND PAIN 


Each, Net, $1.35 


OUR FATHER’S BUSINESS 
By JAMES THAYER ADDISON, D.D. 
An excellent series of readings for individ- 
ual use during Lent. Professor Addison 
recognizes that the ‘season has_ taken on a 
new spiritual significance, less ritualistic and 
more personal. and the fine intimacy of these 
messages will commend them to all who 


realize the value of devotional guidance. 
” Net, $1.00 


The Risen Christ In 
The Life of Today 


THE RESURRECTION IN OUR STREET 
By Rev. GEORGE STEWART, Ph.D. 
With rare poetie insight Dr. Stewart runs 
the scale of human experience and shows the 
force and meaning of the Resurrection in the 

terms and deeds of everyday life. 
To him the Resurrection is a truth never 


left without. a witness, a fact which finds 
repeated verification in the heart of man. 

The book is crammed with instances to 
show the courage Jesus’ triumph has given 
and the faith it has kindled. The author's 
extraordinary ability for presenting the truth 
of Christianity winsomely and cogently was 
never better exemplified. ; 7 

Net, $1.35 


HOLY COMMUNION CYCLOPEDIA 

By Rev. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 
d The increasing significance of the Commun- 
ion Service places the minister in great need 
of the suggestive material in this volume. It 
includes sermons, addresses, meditations, pre- 
paratory Service topics, themes, and texts; 
also suitable illustrations and quotable poetry. 

Net, $3.00 


LENTEN SERMONS 
By Representative Preachers 


Edited by 

FREDERICK J. NORTH 
: Invariably Mr. North brings together an 
imposing group of contributors. To this col- 
lection of sermons such men as Dean Inge, 
Canon Storr, Principal Hughes, Canon Down, 
and other eminent ministers of the day, have 
contributed. The result is a series of ad- 
dresses of greatest value to that increasing 
host of ministers who count Lent a time of 
peculiar significance in the Christian year. 
The general reader will find the volume rich 
in devotional emphasis and appeal. 

Net, $2.00 


HIS LAST WEEK 
By Rev. J. W. G. WARD, D.D. 


Writing in that imaginative fashion which 
distinguishes his works, the author presents 
a significant account of the last week of our 
Lord as interpreted by Thomas the Doubter. 
Students and ministers will find here the first 
understanding portrayal of Thomas and 
through him a fresh anproach to the suffer- 
ing and triumph of Christ during the last 
days of His earthly life. Dr. Ward makes 
us realize the greatness of the sacrifice re- 
quired of the Savior of the world. 

Net, $1.75 


_—————_——_$_ 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY 


SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


SCHAFF BUILDING, FIFTEENTH AND RACE STS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


former pastor, Rev. L. G. Beers, in the 
Chureh on the Saturday following his de- 
mise, at 2 P. M. The discourse was based 


on a portion of Isa. 64:6. He was buried 
in the family plot in Fairview Cemetery, 
Martinsburg, Pa. Thus another of St. 
John’s splendid sons has’ gone home, 
eternally safe in the Father’s care. 

—L. G. B. 


ADAM WENTZEL 


Adam Wentzel, an aged and respected 
citizen of near Landisburg, Pa., passed 
away on Tuesday morning, Jan. 24, 1928, 
at 8.10 o’clock from the result of a para- 
lytic stroke. He was stricken on Sunday 
afternoon, Jan. 22. Mr. Wentzel was born 
at Dalmatia, Northumberland Co., Pa., 91 
years ago the 30th day of last September. 
Some years later he moved to McKee’s 
Half Falls, Snyder Co., where he resided 
for several years. In the fall of 1871 he 
moved to Bridgeport, near Landisburg, 
where he was engaged in milling and farm- 
ing for many years. Father Wentzel was 
a member of St, Peter’s Church in the 
Landisburg Charge, where he was not only 
an active member, but a real pillar of the 
Church. He filled the various offices of 
the Church continuously, until declining 
years made him physically unable to at- 
tend the duties involved. He was always 
a regular and faithful attendant at all the 
services of the Church. He was interested 
in the beautifying of God’s house and al- 
ways found great pleasure in doing work 
around the Church and cemetery. During 
the year 1916, when St. Peter’s Church was 
being remodeled, Father Wentzel and his 
good wife furnished the funds for putting 
a metal ceiling in the Church, also for the 
interior decorating and painting of the ex- 
terior. He was a man who was firm in his 
beliefs and stood faithful until the end. 
He was a liberal supporter of ail worthy 
causes. While in the milling business he 
gave many a sack of flour to needy fami- 
lies. In the passing of Father Wentzel, St. 
Peter’s congregation has sustained a great 
loss. But like all good people his influence 
and spirit shall live on. Mr. Wentzel was 
married to Catherine Rine, daughter of 
the late John Rine. To this union were 
born two sons namely, H. R. Wentzel, who 
with his two sons is engaged in the milling 
business at the old home, and John C., who 
is a wholesale confectioner at Carlisle, Pa., 
and a daughter, who died in infancy. His 
aged wife survives. He had 8 grandchil- 
dren and 6. great-grandchildren. The 
funeral services were held in St. Peter’s 
Church on Jan. 28th at 10 A. M. The ser- 
vices were conducted by his pastor, Rev. 
H. G. Snyder, who took his text from Ps. 
90:12. He was assisted by Rev. Roy E. 
Leinbach, of Carlisle, Pa., who was a 
former pastor. He spoke from the 91st 
Psalm, this being Father Wentzel’s favor- 
ite Psalm. Mr. Wentzel was a life-long 
reader of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ His body 
was carried to its last resting place and 
placed in a steel vault in the family plot 
in the cemetery adjoining the Church by 
his six grandsons. - —I. 8. B. 


MRS. W. RUSH GILLAN 


Mrs. Lucey Winger Gillan, widow of the 
late Judge W. Rush Gillan, died at her home 
in Chambersburg, Thursday morning, Feb. 
2. The funeral service was held Saturday 
afternoon in charge of her pastor, Dr. Irvin 
W. Hendricks, assisted by Dr. William M. 
Irvine. 

Mrs. Gillan was a woman of gracious per- 
sonality, deeply interested in people and in 
the things which make life worth living. 
Her home, in which she presided with her 
distinguished husband, was noted for its 
warm hospitality and was a source of joy 
to a multitude of friends. 

Of a deeply religious nature, she found 
delight and satisfaction in all the services 
and activities of the Church. Her depar- 
ture is keenly felt by a host of friends 
who cherish the most tender and inspiring 
memories of this good woman. 
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“THE GOLDEN CENSER” CONFIRM T “CERTIFICATE OF CHURCH 
(With Certificate of Confirmation) A ION MEMBERSHIP” 

By Rev. H. Harbaugh, D.D. (Small Size) 
Abridged and Revised BAPTISMAL For' those who wish a small 


By Rev. Rufus W. Miller, D.D. Church Membership Booklet.. 
hee: M Orange, gray and black tints. 
This is a book dear to the Helpful sentiments will be found 

hearts of members of the Re- throughout, together with the 

formed Church. It has been an Membership Certificate. Every- 
inspiration to thousands of one receiving this booklet will 
young people. profit greatly thereby. With en- 


No. 1 is beautifully and durably 
bound in Extra Cloth, stamp- 
ed with Gold, and sells for 
50 cents the copy, postpaid; 
45 cents each in dozen lots. 

No. 2 is bound in Blue Keratol, 
embossed in Gold and with 
Gold edges. A beautiful book 
for gift purposes, and at 60 
cents the copy, postpaid, or 
55 cents each in dozen 
lots, probably is the 
most popular edition. 


No. 3 is handsomely bound 
in genuine Morocco, 
embossed in the best 
Gold, with Red under 
Gold edges, purple rib- 


velopes. Size, 44% x 6% inches. 
Price, 15 cents. 


“SEALED UNTO CHRIST” ‘ 


Size, 8% x6 inches. 
A Confirmation Manual 
Compiled by 

Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 
Containing selections of 
Scripture, Confirmation Certifi- 
cate, Leading Questions 
from the Heidelberg .Cate- 
chism, Appropriate Medita- 
tions, Prayers for orn- 
ing, Evening and Special 
Occasions. 25¢ each; $2.25 

per dozen, postpaid, 


bon marker and 
peters. rolled with eT ORC HOT 
old, $1.60 the copy, 
postpaid. MARRIAGE SERVICE 
“OUR MARRIAGE 
FORM C-6. “MEMENTO 
AND CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE” 
BAPTISM” A beautiful booklet 


bound in white cloth, gold 
stamped, gold edges. It 
contains the Marriage Cer- 
tificate, the Marriage Ser- 
vice, blank pages for 
names of guests, and ap- 
propriate selections. 

White cloth binding. %e 
each; half dozen for $4.00. 

nee Kid, padded, $2.00 
each, 


Size, 73%, x 5% inches. 

A new book designed in 
delicate colors on white 
stock. Contains Baptismal 
Certificate and beautiful 
sentiments. 12 pages. Cover 
design contains ‘Christ 
Blessing Little Children” 
in oval, with lilies-of-the- 
valley in natural coloring. 

25c each; $2.50 dozen, 

postpaid. 


FORM C-1l. “MEMENTO Braces rine a8 


AND CERTIFICATE OF CARD IN COLORS 
BAPTISM” ce No. 1380 


Small size. 

A new book designed in 
yellow, gray and black 
tints, lithographed on very 
fine stock. Contains a 
Baptismal Certificate and 
appropriate messages. 

Size, 44%4x6% inches. 
Price, 15 cents 


To be placed on the of- 
fering plate. 
“This do in Remembrance 
of Me. 
Name ......o.«scs:siaeeeeeae 
Address’ "3. cs. ace 
Date isin. ces 


$1.00 per 100; $8.00 per 
1000 


FORM C-%. “A TOKEN 
OF YOUR CONFIRMA- 
TION” 

Size, 734 x 5% inches. 

A new book in delicate 
colors on white stock. Con- 
tains Confirmation Certifi- 
cate and beautiful senti- 
ments. 12 pages. Lovely 
eover design—a cross, a 


“of your 


rae : COMMUNION INVITA- 
 onfirmation 


TION NO. 3 
2%x3854 inches 


Lithographed chastely in 
colors. <A beautiful card. 
Price, $2.00 per 100, 


landscape, a spray of ap- ci 
ple blossoms. COMMUNION INVITA- 
25e each; $2.50 dozen, TION NO. 1 
tpaid. 
(dd va Same general design ag 
“OUR MARRIAGE” : SSrES TES hs ESS No. 8, but printed in black. 
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This book is reproduced 
by new process giving the 
appearance of water color 
drawings. .Bound in fine 
white vellum stiff covers 
with exquisite cover de- 
sign of blue _ forget-me- 
nots. The book is charm- 
ing throughout. There 
are beautiful poems, page 
for Betrothal date, the 
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OFFERING ENVELOPE 
FOR COMMUNION 


Form G 


Size, 24 x3% inches. 
Church window design, 
Our Church will observe ths sacred ordinance on Sunday next at... with lilies. Delicate col- 
Leen ee ec lutay Curae NI ors. Price, 40 cents per 
iy 100; $3.50 per 1000. 


eee 
Loe 


= 


cy Zee 


y 
if 
Hy 
E 
i 


7 Ta 
SSS 

t ri 

At} 

Fa 
if 


EO Oe 


Sas 
He | F 
o ERM 
ij 
eae 
<r 


ern 


wae 


Wedding Certificate, pages Es er es Sv 

for Guests, Wedding Gifts. co ma aa 

The designs throughout NEW CONGRATULATION 

are in delicate colors on Invitation Card No. 3 FOLDERS FOR CON- 

finest paper. FIRMATION ' “ 


Each copy in_ tissue 
jacket, in a white box. 
Size, 55%, x 7 inches. Boxed. 
Price, 50 cents. 


“OUR WEDDING” 


This book is reproduced 
by the new color process 
representing water colors. 
Bound in fine white vellum 
stiff covers, with beautiful 
cover design of white 
blossoms, which _ circle 
about a miniature land- 
seape scene showing a 
church spire against rose- 
tinted sky. Exquisite de- 


Size, 334 x 4% inches. 
Beautiful Coloring. 
No. 250. Assorted floral 
designs with a greeting 
for the newly confirmed on 
the front cover and appro- 
priate Scripture text and 
message on the _ inside 
folder. Each folder in en- 
velope. . 


Price, 5 cents each, 
Size, 3x 4 inches. 


No. 251. Three beautiful 
designs of ae with a 
signs throughout, in deli- eee hy a ee pt . . 
eate colors on finest stock. cover and appropriate , 
Poems, the Wedding Cer- Scripture text and a mes- - 
tificate, pages for Guests, POST CARDS OF INVITATION sage on the inside of the 


Gifts and closing poem, TO THE ] 5 = 
“A Happy Home.” Bach CONFIRMATION SERVICES —fejace. Hach wih 


velope. Size, 514x714 Nos. 1375 and 1376 Price, 10c—Size 3% x 5% 
inches. Price, 50 cents. Price, 20 cents a dozen; $1.25 per 100 inches. 
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